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Mont Vernon
Mont Vernon Congregational Church

United Church of Christ
4 South Main Street
Mont Vernon
Church office: 673-3500 (open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m.)
Website: www.montvernonchurch.org

 
Please join us for Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m., with Commu-

nion on the first Sunday of each month.  Sunday School is held for 
children 6 and older, while childcare is available for children un-
der 6. All are welcome to coffee hour in the Round Room following 
worship. Weekly House of Prayer is held on Tuesdays, from 6:30 – 
7 p.m. – all are welcome.  Rev. Judie Bryant’s office hours are Tues-
days from noon – 4 p.m.  However, she can be reached through the 
church office at other times.

Library Director:  Bonnie Angulas
Hours:
Tuesday 10-5:30
Wednesday 12-8
Thursday 10-5:30
Friday 2-6
Saturday 10-1
Sunday Closed
Monday Closed

Junior Book Club
The Page Turners Junior Book 

Club for 5th and 6th graders will be 
reading “Inside Out & Back Again”  
by Thanhha Lai  to celebrate Na-
tional Poetry Month.  Group will 
meet on Wed., April 2nd from 
4-5pm for a snack and book talk.  
Bonkers for Books Junior Book Club 
for 3rd and 4th graders will be read-
ing the poetry of Shel Silverstein in 
“Where the Sidewalks End.  Group 
will meet on Wed., April 16th from 
4-5pm.  Books available to borrow 
at the library.  New members are al-
ways welcome!
Looking for a Co-chair for the 
Spring Gala Plant Sale

Do you have a green thumb, or 
just like to get your hands in the 
dirt? Maybe you just love dividing 
and re-potting plants to get them 
ready for a new home? The Friends 
of the Library are looking for a new 
co-chair to help run the plant sale at 
the library on Spring Gala Day, Sat-
urday, May 17. Dorothy Ledner is 
willing to stay on but needs some-
one to share the task. In order for 
the sale to be a success, some activi-
ties need to get underway before the 
day of the sale. This includes prepar-
ing in April so they have a chance to 
fill out by sale day a planter or two 
for a raffle, and organizing diggers 
to go to local gardens for those will-
ing to donate plants, but are unable 
to dig. In early May working with 
other volunteers in cleaning up the 
library gardens and spreading bark 
mulch would be helpful. Then as 
donated plants begin to arrive the 
first week in May, some may need to 
be re-potted. Plants will also need 
to be labeled and kept watered once 
dropped off at the library. The day 
before the sale plants need to be 
priced and set up by kind in front 
of the library. The sale will run from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. More complete de-
tails are available at the library.

The plant sale brings in a con-
siderable sum of money that bene-
fits library programs. Last year over 
$1600 was made. Questions and/or 
if interested contact either Dorothy 
at 672-0570, or the library at 673-
7888.
Book Discussion Program
Complete List for 2014

*April 7 –fiction: Dear Life: Sto-
ries by Alice Munro

May 5– fiction: The Botany of 
Desire by Michael Pollan

*June 2 – non-fiction: Orphan 
Train by Christina Baker Kline

June 23 – non-fiction: In the 
Memory House by Howard Mans-
field

No July Discussion
August 4 –fiction: The Obituary 

Writer by Ann Hood
September 8 – non-fiction: Des-

tiny of the Republic: A Tale of Mad-
ness… by Candice Millard

October 6 –fiction: The Eyre Af-
fair by Jasper Fforde

November 3 – non-Fiction: The 
Devil in the White City: Murder, 
Magic and Madness… by Erik Lar-
son

December 1 – classic: The Gift of 
the Magi by O. Henry

* tentative
The group usually meets once 

a month and the meetings last an 
hour and a half to two hours. Par-
ticipants take turns bringing a light 
refreshment. No attendance re-
quirement – attend discussions 
that are of interest. The library pur-
chases a copy of each selection that 
may be checked out by library pa-
trons when the book is not reserved 
for the discussion. Multiple cop-
ies of the book are made available 
through inter-library loan. The pro-
gram is suitable for adults and open 
to Mont Vernon residents at no 
charge. For bookkeeping purposes, 
non-residents wanting to borrow a 
book will need to join the library, 
annual fee is $15. Questions call the 
library at 673-7888.
Lunch and Afternoon Movie 
Program

One more movie remains in the 
library’s Lunch and Afternoon 
Movie 2013-14 series:

April 14 – Kiss Me Kate (1953) 
THREE and a HALF STARS A 
musical comedy based on Shake-
speare’s “The Taming of the Shrew” 
starring Howard Keel, Kathryn 
Grayson, and Ann Miller.

NOTE – The showing of The 
Quiet Man scheduled for March 10 
has been canceled because of sched-
uling conflicts.

Participants are invited to come 
to the library at NOON with their 
lunch. There will be a short intro-
duction including notes of inter-
est about the film before it begins 
at about 12:30 pm. The program 
is FREE and suitable for adults. It 
is sponsored and funded by the 
Friends of the Library.
Museum passes at the library

The following museum passes are 
available at the library to library pa-
trons. Two museums are free and 
one has a small co-pay. Two are in 
NH and one is in Boston. Check the 
websites listed below for further de-
tails.
Currier Museum of Art
www.currier.org

Two passes – each pass admits two
SEE Science Center
www.see-sciencecenter.org
Three family passes

* Museum of Fine Arts
www.mfa.org
Take away FLEX pass – one pass 
admits two adults
* The pass includes admittance to 
the new Art of the Americas Wing.
NOTE – there is a $10 co-pay for 
EACH adult. Some special exhibits 
require a ticket with an additional 
charge. (Without the library pass, 
the ticket price is $25 ($23 for 
seniors.)

Passes may be checked out for 
one week. (Take away and FLEX 
passes are not returned.) Late re-
turns will incur a $5 fine. Please call 
the library at 673-7888, or stop by 
to reserve a pass. Passes are made 
possible through the fund raising 
efforts of the Friends of the Daland 
Memorial Library.

Reminder

Scholarship Applications  
Available Until April 2nd

MONT VERNON – The Skenderian-McCollom-Griffin Scholar-
ship applications are now available at the Mont Vernon Library, Mont 
Vernon General Store and the Student Services office at Souhegan 
High School.  These scholarships are awarded to Mont Vernon resi-
dents seeking post secondary education and are based on scholarship 
aptitude and need.  They may be awarded to both high school seniors 
and continuing education students.  Applications must be received 
by the Trustees of Trust Funds, Mont Vernon, prior to April 2, 2014.

Mont Vernon Voters Turn Down 
School Budget
To the editor: 

The proposed 2014 Mont Vernon Village School (MVVS) budget was vot-
ed down by the majority of voters. While some may prefer blaming Town 
penny pinching, the fundamental fault lies with Mont Vernon School 
Board and the School District Budget Committee reluctance to segregate 
necessary repairs from desired or deferrable.  To put things in focus, the 
most important asset provided MVVS students is not the principal, not 
the superintendent, not the School Board, it is the teaching staff.  Failure to 
provide necessary and appropriate support to the students and the teach-
ing staff reflects poorly upon the School Board and by inference, the Town.

The School Board contracted with Baker Architects, Inc., 8 Kearsarge 
Street, Concord in October 2012, to prepare a  Comprehensive Facilities 
Needs Analysis of the Mont Vernon Village School; the completed assess-
ment dated  October 2013, states, “Overall the Mont Vernon Village School 
meets educational standards very well” (p.6).  Two problem areas are not-
ed; the nurse’s station is undersized, the multi-purpose room lacks good 
acoustics;  as a cautionary note, it states both the multi-purpose room and 
the art/music room could experience conflicting problems if the student 
population increases by 20% (p. 7-8).  However, the paper also acknowl-
edges a declining student population (p.5).  Nowhere in the study is men-
tion made of “critical needs” requiring immediate attention.  The “critical 
needs” comment is made by the School Board, overreaching the architect’s 
assessment.

The architect’s discussion of ductwork is open to interpretation, “There is 
no consensus… (some) seams leak… (some) connections are failing…only 
option is replacement…it may be worthwhile repairing until new ductwork 
can be budgeted for.”  The salient comment here is repair is feasible for at 
least the near term (p.9).  The School Board chose the costly approach, com-
plete replacement.  Additionally, Conway Engineering MEPF LLC, Brook-
line in a May 2013 response to Barker Architects stated they “could not find 
any documented health problems associated with this type of ductwork.”

“The 25 year old boiler is in good shape and recently maintained, contin-
ue regular maintenance and budget for replacement in the future,” accord-
ing to Baker Architects comments (Table D, p.2).  The School Board chose 
the costly approach, replace the boiler.  Interestingly, the energy audit re-
vealed an average to slightly below average performance (p.10).  One should 
reasonably expect the School Budget Committee in its role to be analytical 
and critical, that is not evident.

Integrated Building Energy Associates, LLC, in a March 22, 2013 letter 
to Barker Architects clearly stated with supporting photographs, the need 
to correct for collapsed insulation and suggests a deeper analysis of en-
ergy conservation measures focusing upon insulation, with potential for 
substantial energy savings along with greater classroom comfort.  Failure 
of the requested budget further defers repair for at least another year; un-
comfortable areas will remain uncomfortable for students and the teaching 
staff.  Had the School Board focused its attention on that which needs to be 
done, the Town might have been favorably disposed in its determination.  
Instead, rationally deferrable issues and like-to-have none-issues such as 
replacing all faucets which fall under the Architects plumbing assessment 
as “adequate in number and in reasonable shape” (p.11) were included as 
“critical items” and included in a budget ultimately determined unaccept-
able.  In sum, the MV School Board and its attendant Budget Committee 
were remiss; the students, teaching staff, and the Town deserve better. 

 Joseph Conrad
Mont Vernon

Daland Memorial Library News

Wanna Play Beach Volleyball?  

Baked Beans & Fried Clams:  How 
Food Defines a Region 

MONT VERNON – Baked 
Beans, fried clams, fish chowder, 
Indian pudding -- so many foods 
are distinctive to New England. The 
Daland Memorial Library offers a 
talk at the Mont Vernon Congrega-
tional Church on Wednesday, April 
30th at 7 p.m. celebrating these re-
gional favorites along with an ex-
amination of how contemporary 
life has distanced us from these 
classics. Speaker Edie Clark draws 
from such diverse resources as Fan-

nie Farmer, Julia Child, and Haydn 
S. Pearson for enlightenment and 
amusement as well as on her own 
experiences, writing and traveling 
for Yankee magazine over the past 
thirty years to places where baked 
beans are still featured prominently 
on the menu.

Church located at 4 South Main 
Street, Mont Vernon, NH.  Light 
refreshments will be served.  This 
program is made possible by a grant 
from the NH Humanities Council.

MONT VERNON – It’s grow-
ing crazy in New England, was fea-
tured on Fox25’s morning ZipTrip 
show last August, and was started 
in 2011 by Mont Vernon resident, 
Matt Morrissette.  

Spike University or SpikeU for 
short (www.SpikeU.org) will have 
beginner camps, clinics and op-
portunity to play in tournaments 
in 2v2 or 4v4 (easier) format.  Boys 
and girls age 9 to 18 are welcome 
to play.  We play locally at Amherst 
Baboosic Lake beach, Milford Keyes 
Field, and a newly planned olympic 

sand facility in Brookline, NH.  Re-
gionally, we play at Hampton Beach 
(our Spring Break camp has a shut-
tle), Lake Winnipesaukee, Point 
Sebago Maine and Ted Williams 
Camp near Boston.  

With over 500 SpikeU players, 
more than 50 players have come 
from Amherst and Mont Vernon! 
Go to SpikeU.org/Camps.html and 
register for the April or May begin-
ner camps so you’re ready for the 
summer tournaments.  Matt can be 
reached at Matt@SpikeU.org.

Beach Volleyball beginner camps are in April and May.  Register now.

Pasta Parsonage
March 29, 2014
5:00 to 7:30 PM 

(last seating at 7)

at the Mont Vernon Congregational Church 
Join us for an evening of fun and spaghetti.  

The MVCC Kid’s Club & Youth Groups will transform the church into a quaint 
Italian restaurant for a night that you won’t want to miss!

Three Course Dinner Includes
Salad and Bread

Spaghetti (with or without sauce and meatballs)
A Surprise Italian Dessert

Price
Adults      $5
Children (under 5)  $3

( Add $1 for meatballs)

Reservations are encouraged but not required.
E-mail Bethany at besjayhw@gmail.com to make your reservation.

Yankee Magazine Food & Travel Writer to Speak

Girl Scouts Learn About Green  
Design at The Mont Vernon

Mont Vernon’s 4th grade Ju-
nior Girl Scouts recently visited 
The Mont Vernon (formerly the 
Mont Vernon Inn) to learn first-
hand about green design, sustain-
ability, and energy efficient building 
practices.  Rolf Biggers and Charles 
Landsman of BMA Architectur-
al Group in Amherst toured the 
troop through the main inn, which 
will house 6 of the 10 condomini-
um units comprising this unique, 
non-age restricted “pocket neigh-
borhood” within Mont Vernon’s 
historical village.  The girls learned 
about the geothermal heating & 
cooling system, a renewable energy 
source that takes advantage of the 
average underground temperature.  
Through a heat exchange, it’s able to 
provide warmth in winter and cool-
ing in summer, significantly cutting 

energy costs & reducing waste.  
The inn’s snug, exterior envelope 

of blown foam insulation & triple 
glazed windows maintains com-
fortable ambient temps by reducing 
energy loss and heat transfer.  Sun 
drenched rooms enjoy passive solar 
warmth in winter and cooling cross 
breezes in summer.  Professionally 
designed interiors combine the best 
of modern design and green finish-
es, while maintaining the historical 
integrity of this village landmark.  
Residents of The Mont Vernon can 
enjoy quiet outdoor spaces and pri-
vate gardens on the property or 
short walks to local amenities and 
hiking trails, further connecting 
them with nature & reducing dai-
ly driving needs.  For more infor-
mation on The Mont Vernon, visit 
www.MontVernonHomes.com

Back: Rolf Biggers & Charles Landman; Middle: Caroline Jillson, Anna 
Campbell, Charity Beamer, Alexis Blastos; Front: Alyssa Gibson & Sarah


