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Town News

Amherst Lions Club 
2014 Amherst Citizen of the Year 

Nomination Form 
 
The Amherst Lions Club invites nominations for the 39th Amherst 
Citizen of the Year. The award will be presented at the Fourth of 
July celebration on the Common following the parade. All citizens 
of Amherst are invited to submit nominations for the individual(s) 
who best manifest good citizenship through volunteerism, 
participation, concern and actions to help make Amherst the great 
community that it is today. 
Past Citizen of the Year honorees include: 1975 Roy E. Maston; 1976 Elizabeth 
Arnold; 1977 Barbara H. Landry; 1978 Robert Crouter; 1979 Dorothy Davis; 
1980 Richard Crocker; 1981 Ann and Peter Bergin; 1982 Louise Ainsworth 
Marley; 1983 Marshall D. Strickland; 1984 Marion and Harding Sortevik; 1985 
F. Tenney Clough; 1986 Louis Heaton; 1987 Elliot and Jean Lyon; 1988 Arnie 
Wight; 1989 Thomas Grella; 1990 Jean Pituck; 1991 Peg Jones; 1992 Jean 
Butler; 1993 Ann C. Bergin; 1994 Elizabeth (Pixie) Lown; 1995 Buck 
Buchanan; 1996 Dave Hanlon; 1997 Doug Kirkwood; 1998 Janet Woodbury; 
1999 Bonnie and Harold Struss; 2000 Bob Schaumann; 2001 Helen Burns; 2002 
Donald Young; 2003 Marie Grella; 2004 Charlie Duval; 2005 Bruce Beckley; 
2006 Lee Slocum; 2007 Bill Wichman; 2008 Nancy Johnson Head; 2009 Vern 
and Christina Trudo; 2010 Carolyn Quinn; 2011 Charlie Vars; 2012 May 
Balsama; 2013 Tom Partridge; 
 

Nomination for Amherst Citizen of the Year – 2014 
 
Nominee:          
Address:          
Qualifications: (Attachments encouraged) 
          

          

          
 
          

          

Additional Comments:        

          

          
 
Signature        
 
Please mail this form to: Amherst Lions Club 
 PO Box 1105 
 Amherst, NH 03031 
 
No later than June 20, 2014 

Amherst Antique Auto   
Parade on the 4th of July

AMHERST – The town of Am-
herst invites owners of antique, 
classic, and special interest vehicles 
25 years and older to participate in 
this year’s 4th of July parade. 

The parade steps off at 10am on 
Friday, July 4th.   Car owners are 
asked to begin lining up on New 
Boston Road across from Wilkins 
School beginning at 8:30 am and 
not later than 9:30 am. Proof of in-
surance is requested and noted for 
town liability reasons.  To address 
overheating issues- we will ask all 
the older pre-war cars to line up 
first and be right behind the fire 
trucks going first.  Cars will receive 
a high visibility orange windshield 
letter so your name and car can be 
announced properly as you drive by 
the reviewing stand.  Parking for all 

the Antique cars is provided around 
the Amherst green after the parade 
and we encourage owners to park 
and stay for pictures, show off their 
vehicles, and accept their prizes.

There will be 6 prize categories 
with blue ribbons and your pictures 
in the next month’s edition of the 
AMHERST CITIZEN. Period out-
fits, banners and kids are always en-
couraged !  Pre-register if possible 
by sending email to coddingtong@
jae.com or calling 801-4389. If you 
cannot pre-register we will get 
your information when you arrive. 
For questions please contact either 
George Coddington at 801-4389 or 
Noel Ward at 566-0948. We look 
forward to good weather and a great 
turnout as always.

Amherst Town Band 2014 Performances
Saturday, June 28, 12 noon
Greeley Park, Nashua   
Benefit for Humane Society of Greater 
Nashua
Thursday, July 3, 8 PM
Concert with fireworks, Souhegan High 
School, Amherst
Friday, July 4, 11 AM
Independence Day Parade, Amherst

Saturday, July 12, 7 PM
York Beach, Maine
Tuesday, July 22, 7 PM
Concert on the Town Common, Amherst
Tuesday, August 12, 7 PM
Concert on the Town Common, Amherst
Saturday, August 16, 2 PM
Greeley Park, Nashua

Final Reminder to Nominate the 
“Amherst Citizen of the Year”

sold “Grenville’s chemical ink pow-
der.” In Dec. 1835, when of Cam-
bridgeport, Mass., he received a pat-
ent for a cam apparatus for pressing 
and raising weights. In 1836, he in-
vented an improved power print-
ing press, which was utilized by the 
Boston Post (N.H. Sentinel, Keene, 
16 Feb. 1837; N.H. Patriot, Concord, 
31 Oct. 1836). In 1839, as chemist of 
Cambridge, together with T. J. Lew-
is, bookbinder of Boston, he got a 
patent for window blinds opened 
from inside by pulleys and cords. In 
Feb. 1845, when of Westborough, 
Mass., he invented a lubricating 
compound or anti-friction oil for 
machinery, a combination of straits 
(cod-liver) oil and lard and/or sperm 
oil mixed with magnesium to be an-
ti-corrosive, for which a patent was 
issued 1849. He moved to Boston in 
1845 and was listed in the 1849 and 
1850 directories of Boston as physi-
cian and chemist, Chemical Works, 
Swan, near R.R. He died at Fram-
ingham aged 61.
 Thomas Woolson Jr.

The direct competitor of Alonzo 
Snow at Amherst was Thomas 
Woolson Jr. (1777-1837), anoth-
er mechanical genius or ingenious 
mechanic. Woolson resided in Am-
herst when he married a Vermont 
girl in 1805. He was a clockmaker 
in Cavendish, Vermont in 1811, be-
fore moving back to Amherst, N.H. 
early in 1812, renting the shop at 3 
Carriage Road (now gone) for half 
a year, then moving his watchmak-
ing business to a shop on the turn-
pike (Boston Post Road block north 
of the Common). The clock in the 
Amherst meeting-house (Congre-
gational Church), which the Town 
was still paying off in 1819, was said 
to have been made under his direc-
tion. The first advertisement of his 
machine cards that appeared in the 
Farmer’s Cabinet of Amherst was 
dated 25 Sep. 1813. Woolson’s ad-
vert appeared directly above the 
advert of Alonzo Snow in the 27 
Nov. 1813 issue of N.H. Sentinel. 
In 1814-’5 Thos. Woolson Jr. & Co. 
also advertised in other N.H. news-
papers and in Vermont (Rutland, 
Brattleboro and Windsor) and in 
Providence, R.I. He soon diversi-
fied – so likely head-to-head com-
petition didn’t work well for him. 
In Jan. 1814, “Thomas Woolson Jr. 
& Co.” announced a shoemaking 
business with a hired shoemaker. In 
1815, E. & T. Woolson, presumably 
Thomas Jr. and his eldest brother 
Ezra (b. 1761), advertized their iron 
casting furnace in Amherst, but 
didn’t say where. (Ezra would later 
run a foundry with his son Nathan-
iel from 1828-1843 in Amherst two 

miles west of the Village.)
Thomas Woolson Jr. moved 

around 1816 to Claremont, where 
he was “prominent in business and 
politics”, being “well educated, an 
intelligent mechanic, and an inge-
nious inventor. His leading business 
was iron founder and stove maker. 
He invented and had patented the 
first cooking stove that met with 
any success in the United States, 
about 1818.” He also had a business 
there for making cards for carding 
wool, “in which half the families in 
town – men, women, and children 
– employed time not otherwise oc-
cupied.” The card-making came 
to an end when a machine was in-
vented that could mechanize the 
whole production. Woolson also 
had a “machine for spinning cotton 
yarn that was sold to work into tow 
cloth made by housewives.” In 1827, 
a clock of his making was placed in 
the tower of Claremont Town Hall. 
Woolson was representative in the 
N.H. Legislature in 1825 and 1826, 
and state senator in 1828. (History 
of the Town of Claremont, N.H. by 
Otis F. R. Waite, 1895, esp. p. 498-9.) 
His father died in Amherst in 1823.
David & Jonathan Holmes

After quitting his partnership 
with Snow, David Holmes contin-
ued card-making. In 1812 he ad-
vertised (Farmer’s Cabinet, 8 June 
1812) to hire “six or eight industri-
ous young men to work in card and 
wire manufactory.” In 1813-’14, he 
was the proprietors’ clerk for the 
New-Boston Wire and Iron Manu-
factory Corporation, incorporated 
1812, which held its annual meet-
ings at the tavern of his brother 
Robert in New Boston. From 1815-
1816, David formed a copartnership 

in “trade” (meaning a store) and 
card-making with his brother Jona-
than, both businesses housed in the 
3-story brick block. (At this time, 
Jonathan lived at 3 Carriage Road 
in house owned by his father-in-law 
Cavender of Greenfield.) David sub-
sequently continued to manufac-
ture “all kinds of machine cards for 
cotton or wool” but also hand cards, 
as sole proprietor, for which he had 
a distributor in Boston. 
Jonathan White

In 1822, David Holmes joined in 
partnership with Jonathan White 
(1792-1876), also from Peterbor-
ough and a second cousin of his 
wife. White had arrived in Am-
herst about 1812 and married an 
Amherst girl in 1818 but owned no 
real estate until 1822. The new firm 
advertised: “Card Setting. The sub-
scribers have a large quantity of No. 
10 Cotton Cards to set, for which 
they will pay one dollar per doz-
en, one half in cash and the other 
half in cotton yarn at factory pric-
es. HOLMES & WHITE. Amherst, 
Jan. 11, 1822.” The firm of Holmes 
& White in 1824 bought (for $550) 
the building & lot at 8 Main Street 
that they used as their card facto-
ry; White bought out his partner’s 
share in the property in Feb. 1826. 
Still in April 1828 (Farmers’ Cabinet 
advertisement): “Jonathan White 
manufactures and keeps constantly 
for sale, all kinds of Machine Cards, 
for Cotton & Woolen Factories, 
and for Carding Machines...” Am-
herst’s Chapel Museum collection 
includes a pair of hand cards with 
maker’s label on the back  that says 
“HOLMES & WHITE / No. 8 COT-
TON / AMHERST, N.H.” beneath 
a faded graphic that likely depicts 

an American eagle; probably made 
1822-1826; and another pair with 
the very same design and wording, 
except the name is “JONATHAN 
WHITE;” so probably made 1826-
1831. Although I found no disso-
lution notice, I conclude that their 
partnership lasted only a few years 
yet both continued card-making 
without competing.

In Feb. 1830, when an ear-
ly-morning fire broke out in in 
Cushing’s Folly, the Farmers’ Cab-
inet reported: “The fire penetrat-
ed through the floor over head into 
the second story, occupied by David 
Holmes, Esq., as a card manufacto-
ry, in which were his valuable patent 
card machines, which ... were saved 
... He only lost some few cards and 
wire, to the amount of 40 or 50 dol-
lars.” Curiously, the entry for David 
Holmes in 1830 census of Amherst 
includes quite a number of young 
women in his household, although 
he only had three daughters: 1 girl 
5-9 years old, 5 girls 15-19, 2 women 
20-29, and 1 woman 40-49. Could 
he & his Mrs. have been boarding 
his factory workers?!

In Sep. 1831 (according to “Man-
ufactures in the United States” pub-
lished by Congress in 1832), David 
Holmes & Jonathan White began a 
card manufactory in Lowell, Mass., 
with machinery worth $5K and av-
erage value of stock on hand $4K, 
annually manufacturing in Mass. & 
N.H.(!) machine boards worth $9K 
and hand cards worth $6K; employ-
ing 6 men at daily wage of 7s 6d and 
6 women or girls for 50 cents a day. 
Holmes soon quit (the whip making 
business he started in Lowell with 
a different partner about the same 
time not succeeding) and retired to 
Maine. White used ‘cottage labor’ in 
Amherst until 1832, judging by his 
final newspaper notice (FC, 28 Sep. 
1832): “As I am about to leave town, 
I wish all having accounts due them 
for card setting to call and receive 
their pay, and all who have Cards to 
return them by the 4th of February. 
JONATHAN WHITE, Amherst, 
Jan. 26, 1832.” White continued 
for some years in Lowell with oth-
er partners, trying to keep up with 
technological advances, then went 
to Illinois.

Their lasting legacy to Amherst 
is two old neighboring houses in 
the Village: David Holmes built the 
house at 6 Main Street in 1823 and 
Jonathan White the brick at 4 Main 
Street c. 1828.

Note: There is an image of a card-
ing machine, c. 1825, on the website 
of the American Textile History Mu-
seum of Lowell.

u Amherst’s Contribution to New England Textile Industry – Part Two        continued from page 4

Main Street, east side, c. 1900. The white building on left, still standing at 
8 Main Street, started out as the “card factory” of Holmes & White c. 1823.
The 3-story brick block (aka Cushing’s Folly, 1809-1948) housed the cotton 
& wool card-making factory of Edmund Snow in 1810 and of David Holmes 
in 1830.  (Old photo from Howard Locke Collection, Amherst Town Library.)

4th of July Art Show on Amherst’s 
Town Common     

Now enrolling for 2014-2015
Please call 672-3168 today!

Preschool, ages 3-5
Morning or Afternoon extended 

Kindergarten offered from
8:00 a.m. drop off, until 3:00 p.m. 

walk to Clark or pick up
• Social & emotional readiness

• Learning through play
• Family events

• Nonprofit
• Est. 1995

adfa
NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.

EST.
1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine

GREAT GIFT IDEAS FOR

GRADS, DADS
&WEDDINGS

Gift cards, fine art, vintage decor, 
books, period furnishings, more!

�
Now on view

ABSTRACT &
MODERNISM

1950s - PRESENT

ART EXHIBIT & SALE

�

323 Elm Street, Milford NH
603-673-8499 Open daily 10 -5

nhantiquecoop.com

The ToadsTool 
Bookshops

RICK LYDON 
Sat., June 14, 2 p.m. 

The Nashua educator comes to discuss 
and sign IN THE ROUNDEST OF 

PLACES: ONE TEACHER’S JOUR-
NEY, his memoir about leaving the 

corporate world for a life of service.
—————

KURT SPRINGS 
Thu., June 19, 6 p.m. 

Kurt sits in with our SF group to share 
his debut novel, PRICE OF VEN-

GEANCE. An orphan grows up to dis-
cover who murdered his parents. What 
he decides could effect the universe.

—————
KEVIN MARTIN 
Sat., June 21, TBA 

The NH native takes us on a hiking tour 
through the Granite State looking at our 

biggest trees, 7 of which are national 
champions in BIG TREES OF 

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
—————

NICK SAN MARTINO 
Sat., June 28, 2 p.m. 

The former Milford track coach visits 
to sign and share his memoir of run-
ning – CONQUERING THE BEAST: 

THIRTY YEARS WITH THE BOSTON 
MARATHON.

—————
Visit our website:

www.toadbooks.com
M-T-W: 9-7, Th-Fr 9-8

Sat: 9-6, Sun: 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit independent living  

community for Seniors
• Large function and activity rooms
•	 Library with fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
• Planned social activities 

and functions
• Wellness and exercise  

programs 

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are now available, with heat and 
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives, 

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

FRAME DEPOTT
H
E

Fine Custom Framing 
 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

Celebrate!
Dads, Grads, Brides!

Let us frame your cherished photos, 
prints, posters and diplomas 

selected from 100’s of frames and 
acid-free, archival mats. Shadow 
boxes, too! Originals & Prints by 

over 35 local artists, sports, family, 
nature, and general themed art, as 

well as many unique gifts.
View our online gallery at 

www.artown.com.
w 

y 

e 

r

Gift 
CertifiCateS

aLwayS aVaiLaBLe

227 Union Sq. • Milford  
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936 
Tuesday thru Friday 9-5, Sat. 9-4

“Making Memories”  by John Weiss

We have ready-made 

frames & mats!

Big box stores can’t beat our prices, quality, 
variety, or personal service! Shop locally!

AMHERST  –  On the 4th of July 
in Amherst , painters and photog-
raphers from around    the area will 
show and sell their work during the 
annual holiday celebration on the   
Amherst Town Common.   Thou-
sands of visitors come to watch the  
parade,   sample traditional holiday 
foods, and wander through Artist 
Alley viewing and   purchasing art 
directly from the artist.  The 2014 
show will introduce several new 
artists   to Amherst and promises 
to provide everyone with art they 
might want to purchase and   take 
home.  New also will be a student 
art exhibition with art from Am-
herst’s schools.    

This year marks the 20th an-
nual Amherst Art Show and is a 
much anticipated part   of the 4th 

of July celebration in Amherst.  The 
show will run from 9:00 a.m. until 
1:00   p.m. and features artists who 
work in oil, acrylic, watercolor, and 
mixed media as well as   several fine 
art photographers.  Styles range 
from abstract work to traditional 
scenes of   New England and other 
places around the world.        

If you are an artist who would like 
to show and sell your art during this 
unique opportunity, consider join-
ing the other painters and photog-
raphers who find this show   one of 
the most attended in the area.   To 
find out more about the Art Show 
or to register   as an exhibitor, please 
call 673-6448.         

The public is encouraged to at-
tend the festivities and make the art 
show part of a   day of family fun.  


