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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

— 2015 —
January 13
January 27
February 10
February 24
March 5
March 24

April 14
April 28
May 12
May 26
June 9
June 23

Concealed Firearms is a Form of 
Self-Defense and Reduces Violent 
Crimes
To the editor:

What would life be without guns? Well in all honesty, life would be hor-
rific. The ability to carry concealed firearms is a form of self-defense and 
reduces violent crimes. If people aren’t able to defend themselves with a 
firearm, their risk of safety will significantly decrease. When a person has 
the ability to defend themselves they are creating a barricade of protection 
reducing violent crimes. Guns are the tool that makes the world a safer 
place.  

Carrying a firearm concealed is self-defense. From the book Guns and 
Crime, David Burnett director of public relations for Students for Con-
cealed Carry on Campus writes, “Students and teachers have the right to 
defend themselves, and if they are responsible enough to apply for and re-
ceive a license to carry a concealed firearm, no law should deny them that 
right.” If everyone has the right to defend themselves, they should be able to 
with a concealed firearm. If they complete the concealed carry process and 
obtain a concealed firearm, no one should say they cannot defend them-
selves with that firearm. From the book Concealed Weapon, Cliff Stearns, 
a Republican in the US House of Representatives, states, “40% of convicted 
felons admitted to being deterred by the possibility of a concealed weapon.” 
Due to the possibility of a concealed firearm the possible victims scared 
away the convicted felons almost half of the time. If it were not for a con-
cealed firearm, the victims would have been defenseless. The victims de-
fended themselves possibly saving their own life.

Having the ability to carry concealed firearms reduces violent crimes. 
From the book Concealed Weapons, Cliff Stearns told he reader that al-
lowing a concealed carry law, Florida’s crime rate dropped by 32% By hav-
ing concealed firearms, violent crime rates decreased dramatically. When 
you hear people say that banning guns is the only way to decrease crimes 
rates, tell them otherwise because having guns, as show above, will de-
crease crime rates too. This change is the key because it benefits those who 
want to carry concealed and those who don’t want to be a victim of vio-
lent crime. According to the book Guns and Crime, David M. Huntworth 
A conservative activist said, “Concealed-permit holders have better safe-
ty records than police forces themselves, and fewer cases statistically of 
misusing their firearms.” Police officers’ misuse there firearms more often 
than concealed permit holders. Since the police don’t misuse there firearms 
often, the people who are able to have a concealed carry permit don’t mis-
use there firearms as much as the police. Meaning concealed carry holders 
have very little impact on violent crime. Making less violence. 

In conclusion, carrying a concealed firearm is the most effective form 
of self-defense against violent crimes. If this ability is taken away from the 
people the crime rates will not decrease but will increase largely.  Person-
ally I believe if a person has gone through all of the procedures to obtain a 
concealed carry permit that form of self-defense should not be taken away. 
If you want to be safe, I urge you to go get a concealed carry permit and en-
courage all of your friends and family to do the same. 

Sincerely,    
Jacob Roberts

Milford Special Olympics Thanks 
You
To the editor:

Milford Special Olympics would like to thank the communities of Am-
herst and Milford for their generosity on November 1st. Our volunteers 
and athletes participated in our Change Day fundraiser, by receiving dona-
tions outside of Walmart and Market Basket.

Even though it was cold and rainy, our volunteers and athletes persevered 
and the community’s kindness made it all worth it.  Because it is the time of 
year to give thanks, Milford Special Olympics wanted tolet everyone know 
how much we appreciate their thoughtfulness. We would also like to give 
special thanks to all of our volunteers and everyone who has helped out the 
organization.

Maria Short
Milford Special Olympics Coordinator

Source:  December 2, 1965 Cabinet

Enough Already – Cut Those 
Trees, Submerge those Lines
Letter to the Editor:

Well, it happened again.  The Big Scam.  You know what I’m talking about.  
The freezing weather, bucketfuls of snow piling up on the trees, limbs and 
everything else, bopping your car while driving down the roads and lanes.   
Power Outage.  This time right on Thanksgiving, the Big Day and hundreds 
of turkeys were abandoned to any other means of cooking w/o electricity 
(our dear neighbors, luck would have it, had an outdoor barbeque to use- 
delicious).

Then comes PSNH and the other power companies snaking down the 
roads with their big trucks from as far away as Missouri and other areas 
to help dig out NE and restore power.  It was nice of them to come and the 
worker bees do what they must do.

However, It happens year after year after year after year.  And, yet, no-
body gets it.  Isn’t it time to do the right thing?  Enough of people languish-
ing in dark cold homes for days on end, children freezing, doing any number 
of things (camping/ hotel stays?), to feed the hungry, the elderly, sick and 
miserable.  Egad!  Even I, Lowly Homemaker, can figure it out, so why can’t 
the Powerful Bosses of Big Power (PBBP)?   They wait like tigers ready to 
pounce on us at the appropriate moment, do their thing, then charge all of 
us wretched poor residents to the hilt.  And, yes, we have all been told they 
are raising our rates again this year and in some cases, totally out of this 
world.  Ridiculous.  And for what?

Here’s my solution:  Instead of dragging in all that nice help from every-
where in the U.S. and Canada,  paying to take care of the extras with hotel 
fees, food, transportation costs, etc. running into millions of $$$$$, spend 
it on the following:

•  Cut those trees and hanging branches away from all the roads and over-
head power lines at least 10 feet, towns included, during the hiatus of 
summer/spring/fall to prevent winter catastrophes.  (Trees on home-
owners property will be cut by them or pay for job out-of-pocket.  A law 
should be enacted that if such is not done, homeowner will be respon-
sible for all costs of  any damage done by falling trees – which includes 
your tree limbs bopping on top of my car.  And, oh, yes, town doesn’t get 
off scot free, either).

•  PBBP should start putting all wires underground.  In this part of the U.S. 
it is ridiculous not to do so and ASAP.

•  And, why not Northern Pass??  They plan to do some underground wiring 
(they should do it all) and what’s not to like about lower bills and hey, 
electricity when you need it?

•  Whatever it takes.

Enough is enough already.  Do you homeowners get it yet????  Stop the 
nonsense (STN).  NH touts being First in the Nation to vote.   So now be 
First in the Nation to clobber the Winter Power Chaos (WPC).  Amen to 
that?

Mrs. N. McKinney
Milford

Village Strategic Planning Public 
Input Session
Wednesday, December 10, 6:30pm – 8:30pm
Town Hall - Barbara Landry Meeting Room

From the Amherst Board of Selectmen

Helping Amherst Town Government Build Engagement 
with Citizens:

A Strategic Communications Initiative
Launched in May 2013, this multi-year initiative aims to increase the 

quality and timeliness of two-way communications among town govern-
ment officials and Amherst citizens. It has three goals:
• Keep citizens apprised of town activities, deliberations, and deci-

sion-making.
• Implement more ways for citizens to share their views with selectmen 

more often.
• Identify and launch more ways for citizens to conduct town business 

online.
To solicit citizen feedback, the selectmen have launched an online com-

munications survey they hope citizens will use to share their opinions. 
Take the survey…..

 This initiative targets improvements to all forms of town communica-
tions: interpersonal, print publications, social media, public media, and es-
pecially the town website. Learn more…

Creating a Desired Future:
An Integrated Approach to Strategic Thinking and Planning

Launched in June 2013, this multi-year initiative aims to:
• Strengthen the quality of strategic thinking across town departments 

and administration;
• Tie proposed departmental budgets to strategic and operational plans 

with clear explanations of what resources departments expect to expend 
and why;

• Ensure that annual operating plans are responsive to town needs, com-
municated effectively, and well understood by Amherst citizens;

• Distribute authority, responsibility, and accountability across all levels of 
town government, as appropriate; and

• Ensure that regular performance evaluations of all town departments 
and employees link their activities directly to the attainment of town 
goals.

This initiative launches a strategic departmental planning and budget-
ing process for FY15 and beyond (even though a town-wide strategic plan 
does not yet exist). Department heads are collaborating with their person-
nel to develop a range of multi-year plans and budgets – showing alterna-
tive tradeoffs in outcomes and expenditures required to deliver them.

Concurrently, the Board of Selectmen, is identifying a number of strate-
gic filters, e.g., infrastructure, public safety, quality of life, economic devel-
opment, etc., for use in setting priorities.

Together, these efforts will enable town government to communicate a 
rationale along with related plans and budgets to the electorate for their 
consideration and vote. The selectmen will share this information well be-
fore the deliberative session to help ensure that the greatest number of vot-
ers will have a broad context and detailed information to support their de-
cision-making. 


