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AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherstlibrary.org
web http://www.amherstlibrary.org
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

So many gifts given and received over the years!  
What gift that you were given do you value high-
est?  For me, a broad education ranks topmost be-
low my sister’s introducing me to a girl who would 
be my bride of 56 years – so far.  

One’s education comes about in so many ways: 
Public schools, gifts of tax-payers and dedicated 
teachers; college, a gift of a maiden aunt, herself 
an MIT grad; associates, who introduced me to the 
inter-dependences of marine and upland species; 
friends, who showed what was living in the wildlife 
sanctuary and how to introduce it to other explor-
ers.  Then there are some things you just pick up 
along the way. Learning never ends. 

All the gifts given me are still there for folks who 
want them today.  Maybe the most elusive to find, 
or at least cash in on, is that “what you just pick up 
along the way” curriculum.  It doesn’t usually come 
on a platter.  Like the other courses, it takes plant-
ing and feeding and may take years before its fruits 
are recognized.  Here’s where parents become the 
instructors, (probably learning new things them-
selves along the way.)  To what are your kids led/
pushed?   

Teachers offer the STEAM subjects.  Parents of-
fer young people the encouragement to reap the 
most from the technical and arts subjects by en-
couraging and staging extra-curricular arts op-
portunities: Concerts, the art of hearing; Mu-
sic, the art of singing and playing an instrument; 

Communication, the art 
of expression writing 
and speaking (start with 
thank you notes); Curi-
osity, an art in itself whether in a test tube or ex-
ploring what lives in a woodlot.

Holly Doe, the Pelham High School Technolo-
gy Integrator, just returned from a summer in the 
arctic on a National Geographic teaching fellow-
ship.  Holly writes:

“We need to infect our students with the explor-
er bug and create global problem solvers. We do 
not have a choice when it comes to creating geo-lit-
erate citizens.  Geo-literacy addresses more than 
just locations on a map, geo-literacy exposes chil-
dren to the entire picture and how their own local 
challenges and geographic awareness connect to 
the greater community of the planet earth.”

We have some amazing classrooms waiting 
for families to explore here in town: the glacially 
scared granite ledges of the Patch Hill Trail, many 
other glacial features on the Eagle Trail, the car-
nivorous plants beside the Ponemah Bog board-
walk, nature recapturing beaver pond wetlands 
along the Pulpit Brook Trail, the view across 40 
miles of hills and peneplain (look that one up) seen 
from the Grater Woods Trail.

Yes, Holly, we have an ample selection of local 
challenges to explore, understand, and preserve.  
Each, an immeasurable, infectious gift.

It’s About Conservation

Immeasurable Gifts
By Bruce B. Beckley
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Town News

COME TO STORYTIME AT THE 
LIBRARY!
SESSION 2  

Starts Nov. 3 and runs to Dec. 12
 
Baby Listeners  ( newborn-2yrs.)
Fridays at 10:30
Caregivers present

Our “baby” group offers an opportunity for 
babies and their caregivers to gather for rhymes, 
songs and puppets. Emphasis is on traditional rhymes 
that reinforce language patterns and provide for par-
ent/child interaction. A simple book or two intended 
for this age is generally highlighted.
Toddler Time (2 and 3-yr. olds)
Tuesdays at 10:00
Caregivers present

Toddler Time is for our 2 and 3 year olds who are just 
beginning to discover the joy of books and stories!  We 
mix it up with simple rhymes, songs, and puppets to 
appeal to a toddler’s attention span.  Each session con-
cludes with a simple craft for the caregiver and child to 
create together.  Come and join us, we have lots of fun!
Book Bunch (3-6 yrs.)
Wednesdays at 10:00
Thursdays at 1:00pm

Our “Book Bunch” storytime is designed for the lon-
ger attention span of the preschool-kindergarten set. 
These action-packed 40 minute programs include a 
wide variety of books, finger plays, and songs.  At the 
conclusion of each session, caretakers are invited to 
come in and assist their children with a simple craft.
NEW THIS FALL! 
Pajama Storytime! (ages 3-6 yrs.)
Mondays at 6:30pm
This is a ‘Book Bunch’ for the after-hours set! 

 Put on your ‘jammies’ and head on down to the li-
brary for some stories and fun.  Then it’s home to brush 
your teeth and hop into bed.  The perfect program 
for working families, or for those kids who like a little 
‘nightlife’!

All groups meet once per week for six-week 
sessions which run from September until 

June. No registration is required.  
For more information, please call 

603-673-2288 and ask for Miss Sarah 
or Miss Sue.  For up-to-date infor-
mation concerning library programs 
and events, please visit our website,  
www.amherstlibrary.org and click 
on Calendar of Events.                                                                                             

COMING SOON:

FAMILY GINGERBREAD HOUSE 
WORKSHOP

Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 6:30pm 
Saturday, Dec.13 at 2:00pm
Come to the Children’s Room for a 

Holiday Gingerbread-house construction 
party!  We’ll provide the space, the graham 

crackers, the frosting and the music---you bring a 
bag of candy to contribute to a pot-luck supply.  Then, 
we’ll build some beautiful houses! 

All ages are welcome with a parent who will help to 
make the gingerbread house.

Registration is required at www.amherstlibrary.org .  
Please sign up for one day only. 

At this time, both workshops are filled, but there is 
still room on our waiting lists.
Come-and-Build
Friday, December 12
3-4:30pm

iPads and apps are great, but sometimes, children 
just need to build something with their own hands!  
Come on down to the Children’s Room, and let your 
child explore our collection of building materials.  We 
have plastic tubes, marble racers, blocks, cars, magnet-
ic shapes, mobilos, and lots of Legos! Let’s see what we 
can build!

For kids ages 4 and up.  No registration is necessary.
Make-it/Take-it Craft

Come to the Children’s Room any time during the 
week of December 15-21 and create a SNOWMAN 
GIFT BAG!
HOLIDAY STORIES WITH MISS SUE AND MISS 
SARAH

Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 3:45. Come and join Miss Sar-
ah and Miss Sue for a special holiday storytime.  We’ll 
share some stories, sing some songs, and complete a 
simple craft together.  Get in the holiday spirit here at 
the library!  No registration necessary.

Minecraft Club at the Amherst Town Library

Amherst Town Library – Information Session:

The Health Insurance Marketplace
AMHERST – Health Insurance 

Marketplace Information and Open 
Enrollment Assistance at the Am-
herst Town Library is being pro-
vided through a certified Market-
place Assister from the Servicelink 
Resource Center for Hillsborough 
County.  

The sessions are scheduled for 
Tuesdays, beginning November 11, 
and continuing through Tuesday, 
February 10 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
in the Archives Room of the Am-
herst Town Library. These sessions 
will begin with a formal presenta-
tion from 4:00 to 4:30 p.m. by Bo-
kyoung Mun, a certified Market-

place Assister, and follow up with 
a Q & A session from 4:30 to 6:00 
p.m.  If you are planning to attend 
the formal educational session, 
please register.  During the Q & A 
time, “drop-ins” are welcome. 

Bokyoung holds a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Health Care Management 
and a Master’s degree in Business 
Administration with a Certificate 
in Health Care Administration 
from Plymouth State University.  
During these scheduled sessions 
Bokyoung will assist people in com-
pleting and submitting an eligibili-
ty application for health coverage; 
assist people with enrollment; re-

view eligibility determinations for 
enrollment in health coverage; edu-
cate people about eligibility and en-
rollment through the Marketplace; 
and, assist consumers in applying 
for exemptions or appeals.

All sessions at the Amherst Town 
Library are free and open to the 
public. To register, please sign up by 
calling 673-2288, emailing library@
amherstlibrary.org or by visiting the 
library website at www.amherstli-
brary.org  and selecting the “Com-
munity Services” tab, then click on 
drop down “Sign-Up for Programs.”

 Come and join fellow Minecraft 
players on Wednesday afternoons 
4 - 5:30pm starting November 5th. 
Meetings will be in the Johnson 
room. Space is limited to 15, so reg-
istration is required.

This will be an adult moderated, 
child centric club. All ages are wel-
come, as long as they are willing to 
cooperate with older and younger 
members.

Club members will engage in 
structured and unstructured col-
laborative play, sharing tips and 
tricks on different topics (to be de-
cide by the group) each week. For 
example, learn how to:
• Jump super high, or run su-

per-fast.
• Build booby-trapped temples.
• Build Redstone based devices.
• Make a tesla tower.

What  secrets will you share with 
the group?

Players are requested to bring 
their own laptops with an active 
Minecraft license. The library has 3 
laptops available for player use but 
these must be reserved in advance. 
Please indicate if you would like to 
borrow a library laptop when regis-
tering.  Please direct any questions 
to Kim Ayers at 249-9108, kimber-
lyayers@comcast.net

For more information, please  
contact refdesk@wadleighlibrary.org
603-249-0645

To register for these FREE pro-
grams call the library at 249-0645, 
email refdesk@wadleighlibrary.org 
or sign up on the online library cal-
endar at www.wadleighlibrary.org.

** The Library will be closed on 
December 25 for Christmas Day. 
On Wednesday, December 24 we 
will close at noon. Also, on Wednes-
day, December 31, the Library will 
close at 3 p.m.**
November 22  – December 6
Wreaths Around the Wadleigh

The Friends of the Wadleigh 
Library present the 4th Annu-
al Wreaths Around the Wadleigh 
event.

Help support the Wadleigh Li-
brary and participate in a fun hol-
iday event.

Donated wreaths will be on dis-
play and available for bids during 
library hours; Saturday, November 
22 through Saturday, December 6. 
Winners will be notified Decem-
ber 7.

Let’s make our fourth year the 
best one yet!
Thursday, December 4
NH Writers’ Week
6:30 p.m.

Gov. Hassan has scheduled to 
proclaimed the weeks of November 
30 – December 6 to be New Hamp-
shire Writers’ Week.

To recognize Granite State au-
thors we have invited several local 
authors to come to the library to 
talk to us about their books and to 
answer questions about the writing 
process. Our guest authors are Lor-
rie Thomson, Nancy DeMarco, Syl-
vie Kurtz, Kasey Mathews, Daniel 
Palmer, Gina Rosati, Rob Huckins, 
and Katie Spofford.

For more information about New 
Hampshire Writers’ Week check 
out the New Hampshire Writers’ 
Project online at www.nhwriter-
sproject.org.
Thursday, December 11
Affordable Health Coverage  
Options for Granite Staters
7 p.m.

What is the New Hampshire 
Health Protection Program?

In 2014, changes in State law cre-
ated the New Hampshire Health 
Protection Program (NHHPP), a 
part of the New Hampshire De-

partment of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS). NHHPP provides 
many low-income Granite Staters 
with two new options to get health 
insurance coverage at little or no 
cost. 

Open enrollment ends Decem-
ber 15 for affordable health care 
insurance effective January 1. The 
Affordable Care Act requires just 
about everyone to have health in-
surance. Whether you have health 
insurance or no coverage at all, find 
out what the health care law means 
for you and your family. Join us to 
learn more about the law’s benefits 
and protections and new coverage 
options. AARP of New Hampshire 
will present this informative pro-
gram at the Wadleigh Library.
Sunday, December 14
Hour of Code
2 – 4 p.m.

Do you have no clue about com-
puter programming?  Maybe you 
want to learn something new?  Drop 
by the library and participate in the 
Hour of Code, a worldwide event 
that makes programming easy to 
learn.  We will have volunteers 
available to help you with whatev-
er tutorial you choose.  Use the li-
brary’s iPads or laptops, or bring in 
your own device. 

The Hour of Code is a global 
movement reaching tens of millions 
of students in 180+ countries. One-
hour tutorials are available in over 
30 languages. No experience need-
ed. Ages 4 to 104.
Wednesday, December 17
History Book Group
6:30 p.m.

Welcome to the first meeting of 
our newly-formed History Book 
club. Our first selection is Killer 
Angels by Michael Shaara. Portraits 
of Lee, Longstreet, and other Civ-
il War leaders are interwoven with 
historical detail to provide a fiction-
al recreation of the bloody battle at 
Gettysburg. A superb re-creation 
of the Battle of Gettysburg, but its 
real importance is its insight into 
what the war was about, and what 
it meant. In the four most bloody 
and courageous days of our nation’s 
history, two armies fought for two 
dreams. One dreamed of freedom, 
the other of a way of life.Far more 
than rifles and bullets were carried 
into battle. There were memories. 
There were promises. There was 

love. And far more than men fell on 
those Pennsylvania fields. Shattered 
futures, forgotten innocence, and 
crippled beauty were also the casu-
alties of war. 

Copies are available at the Main 
Desk.

ONGOING PROGRAMS

Mondays
Teen Tech Squad
3 – 5 p.m.

Lost in the technology zone? 
Don’t know how to use your iPhone 
or Android? Drop in at the Wadle-
igh Library on Mondays from 3-5 
p.m. to get help from students from 
the Milford High School Technolo-
gy program.
1st and 3rd Monday of the 
month
Knit 1, Crochet 2
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Are you looking for other yarn 
addicts? Do your Monday nights 
seem dull? Look no further! Don’t 
have a project in mind? Can’t seem 
to finish that scarf for Grandma? 
Or are you a complete beginner 
with an itch to stitch? Bring your 
project in & be inspired; if you’re a 
beginner, your local craft store can 
help you select a project & requisite 
supplies. There will be no formal in-
struction but ‘knitwits’ are a helpful 
bunch and love to indoctrinate the 
uninitiated into the cult of knitting.
Tuesdays
Spanish Conversation Group
7 – 8 p.m.

Do you want to practice your 
Spanish? Here’s your opportunity 
with this new, drop-in group that is 
just starting up. Join Sandra Pleisch 
to brush up on your Spanish lan-
guage skills or have a chance to use 
your Spanish. If you have an inter-
est in using the Spanish language, 
you’re just the person we’re looking 
for, so come on down!
Wednesdays
Social Networking 101
6 – 8 p.m.

Learn the basics of Social Net-
works including LinkedIn, Face-
book, Twitter, and Craigslist and 
the focus of each network. We also 
cover simple practices to protect 
your online image. Finally we cov-
er how hackers use deception and 
tricks to gain access to your private 
information. This class is free and 
all are welcome.

TEENS & TWEENS
For more information on teen 

programs, email wadleighya@
gmail.com
Tuesday, December 2
Dr. Who Fan Club
3:30 p.m.

Do you enjoy time travel? Do you 
know what a tardis is? Then here’s a 
club for you!! This club is for Doctor 
Who fans! Join others for snacks, 
discussion, and trivia.
Thursday, December 4
TAG: Teen Advisory Group
3:30 p.m.

Do you want to help decide which 
books the library buys for the teen 
section?  Maybe you have an idea 
for a club or event? Join Katie on 
the 1st Thursday each month to dis-
cuss books, manga, comic books, 
etc.  You’ll have a chance to read re-
views of upcoming books and offer 
suggestions.  Oh, and there will be 
cookies! Unable to make it to the 
meeting?  Contact Katie at any time 
to make a suggestion!
Friday, December 5
Teen Craft: Holiday Ornaments
3:30 p.m.

Need a gift for a special some-
one?  Come in to make glitter and 
color swirl holiday ornaments that 
are perfect gifts for anyone.  You 
might like it so much you’ll keep it 
for yourself!  All materials provided.
Tuesday, December 9
Anime Club
3:30 p.m.

Hang out and discuss your favor-
ite anime or manga series, partici-
pate in related games and activities, 
and create sketches of your favorite 
characters to share.
Wednesday, December 10
Teen Gaming: Wii Wednesday
2:45 p.m.

Relax after school with an af-
ternoon of gaming. There will be a 
Wii set up, as well as other wireless 
(board) games. Bring your PSP, DS, 
Wii or other controllers or games, 
or just yourself for an afternoon of 
gaming fun! Snacks provided. 
Wednesday, December 11
Teen Craft: Spa Gifts
3:30 p.m.

Need a gift for a special someone 
who needs to be pampered?  Come 
in to make brown sugar body scrub, 
lavender bath salts, and a show-
er poof.  You might like it so much 

you’ll keep it for yourself!  All mate-
rials provided.
Sunday, December 14
Hour of Code
2:00 p.m.

Do you have no clue about com-
puter programming?  Maybe you 
want to learn something new?  Drop 
by the library and participate in the 
Hour of Code, a worldwide event 
that makes programming easy to 
learn.  We will have volunteers 
available to help you with whatev-
er tutorial you choose.  Use the li-
brary’s ipads or laptops, or bring in 
your own device.  

The Hour of Code is a global 
movement reaching tens of millions 
of students in 180+ countries. One-
hour tutorials are available in over 
30 languages. No experience need-
ed. Ages 4 to 104.
Tuesday, December 16
Teen Craft: Personalized Mugs
3:30 p.m.

Need a gift for a special someone 
who enjoys hot beverages?  Come 
in to make personalized mugs that 
are perfect gifts for anyone.  You 
might like it so much you’ll keep it 
for yourself!  All materials provided.
Thursday, December 18
Pizza & Pages Teen Book
3:30 p.m.

This month’s selection: Threat-
ened by Eliot Schrefer

Enjoy some pizza while discuss-
ing the book! Copies available on 
the teen display. Pizza & Pages is for 
6th grade and up.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

Saturday, December 6
Christmas Craft Day
9-12:30

Join us in the Children’s room to 
make a bunch of Christmas crafts!  
All ages welcome, no registration 
needed
 Monday, December 8
Grades 2 & 3 Book Group
6 - 7 p.m.

Want to have your child meet 
some interesting characters? They 
should open a book! Want to have 
them meet some real-life interest-
ing characters, too? Then join our 
book group! Book clubs are a great 
way to communicate with friends 
and meet new people while explor-
ing and discussing good books.  
What’s more, membership in a 
book group can help children stay 

motivated to read if they otherwise 
have difficulty finding time to pick 
up a book.  We often play fun games 
or make a creative project, and we 
always have yummy snacks and a 
fun time together!
Wednesday, December 10
Wadleigh Writer Wednesday
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Do you like to write? Do you 
dream of becoming a published au-
thor some day? I do!  Are you cu-
rious about the publishing world? 
Would you like to share your mad 
writing skills with other young 
writers? Are you in the fourth grade 
or above? Then come join our very 
own writer Tanya T. Roberts and 
our awesome writing group every 
second Wednesday of the month 
from 4:30-5:30!
Friday, December 12
Mad Science
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

The topic for today is “Food Sci-
ence”.  We will start by mapping the 
human tongue for the four differ-
ent kinds of taste: salty, sweet, bitter 
and sour.  Then we will be exploring 
the effects of hot and cold on food 
and the way things taste.  Please be 
aware that this may not be an ap-
propriate activity for scientists with 
food allergies!  This activity is for 
students in grade 2-5 and they must 
be registered in order to attend. 
Saturday, December 13
Paws to Read
10:30 – noon
Read to a DOG? Not just any 
dog....

Certified Therapy Pets are a won-
derful way to encourage reluctant 
readers and children having dif-
ficulties with reading to become 
more confident in their ability to 
read. The use of Therapy Pets in 
hospitals, rehabilitation centers and 
nursing homes has been shown to 
decrease anxiety, lower blood pres-
sure and promote relaxation; the 
same premise applies to children 
with reading difficulties.  For those 
children who cannot yet read on 
their own, parents & caregivers are 
invited to read with their children. 
In order to guarantee your spot, you 
must register for each session.

Registered children should arrive 
during the advertised time span and 
will read to the dog of their choice 
for approximately 15-20 mins.

Check our online calendar for 
upcoming dates & times.

Wadleigh Memorial Library


