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Town News

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black

Who: Families and Individuals
When: 10/11 1:00-3:00pm

Cost: $4.00 per person, with a 
family maximum of $20.00
Where: PMEC, 66 Brook Road

Youth Programming

Art at Wilkins
In this 2 week class, students will 

explore a variety of media and art 
techniques as they create 6 gifts 
ready for giving. Join us as we learn 
that the best gifts really are from 
the HeART!
Who: boys and girls grades 1-4
What: Art at Wilkins (Gifts from the 
heart) 
Where: Wilkins School Classroom
When: Thursdays 12/4 & 12/11 
from 3:05-5pm
Fee: $75R; $85NR

Big news for Thursday Night 
Lights 

Have a pass to Crotched but 
need a ride? The cost of the bus has 
dropped by $25.00 because of our 
registration numbers! Students will 
be picked up from Amherst Mid-
dle School & Wilkins Elementa-
ry School and driven to Crotched 
Mountain Ski and Ride in Benning-
ton NH. Students will have the op-

portunity to rent equipment, take 
a lesson and have some free ski-
ing time before heading back to 
Wilkins School by 8:30pm. 
Who: Grades 1-8
When: Thursdays, 1/8 – 2/12 (2/19 
will be a makeup date for this pro-
gram if needed).

Transportation: $55 (includes 
transportation to and from 
Crotched Mountain for 6 weeks.)
Yoga for Middle Schoolers

Yoga is a great way to cultivate 
a strong body and mind. It will in-
crease flexibility & strength, work-
ing every system in the body. This 
yoga class is suitable for males and 
females who are experienced with 
yoga and those who are new to yoga. 
Please dress in comfortable, non-re-
strictive clothing. Bring water. Mats 
and blankets will be provided. 
Who: 5th-8th graders
When: Wednesdays 11/19-12/17 
2:30-3:30
Where: AMS Chorus Room
Fee: $45 Res/ $50 Non-Res

Basketball for Youth
ATTENTION ALL BASKETBALL PLAY-
ERS! 
1st and 2nd grade Hoops:

Who: 1st and 2nd grade Boys and 

Girls 
What: skills-based basketball pro-
gram that will focus on the basics 
of basketball
Where: multi-purpose room at 
Wilkins School
When: Saturday Mornings, from 
115-2/15/15 time TBA
Fee: $ 35.00 R, $ 45.00 NR 
Deadline for Registration: 1214. A 
$25.00 late fee will be assessed on 
any registration after that date until 
teams are formed.

 

3rd and 4th grade Hoops:

Who: 3rd and 4th grade Boys and 
Girls 
What: This program offers both 
instruction and games
Where:  Practices at the multi-pur-
pose room at Wilkins School, 
Games at SHS
When: Practice will be held once 
weekly with weekend games from 
12/13/14-2/15/15, times TBA
Fee: $ 60.00 R, $ 70.00 NR 
Deadline for registration: 1214. A 
$25.00 late fee will be assessed on 
any registration after that date until 
teams are formed.

 

5th and 6th grade Hoops:

Who: 5th and 6th grade Boys and 
Girls 
What: This league combines skill 
development and recreational play

Where:  Amherst Middle School
When: Practice will be held once 
weekly with weekend games from 
12/13/14-2/15/15, times TBA
Fee: $ 65.00 R, $ 75.00 NR
Deadline for registration: 1214. A 
$25.00 late fee will be assessed on 
any registration after that date until 
teams are formed.

Adult Programming

Weekly Walks in Amherst
Let’s get out and explore some of 

Amherst’s best kept secrets.  The 
Amherst Parks and Recreation Staff 
will meet you at the selected trail-
head on Tuesdays at 10am.  Once 
the snow flies we will bring snow 
shoes for hikers.  Please wear or-
ange during hunting season.  If it is 
raining…please call the Recreation 
office for cancelations after 9am.
Who:  Amherst Residents
When: Tuesdays @ 10am
Fee: Free
Schedule: 12/2 - Pond Parish Town 

Forest and Trail - 1.7miles - Trail-
head on Pond Parish Rd 

Knitting Classes for Beginners
Those who have taken classes 

with Sandy Zielie continue to re-
turn for her depth of knowledge 

and gentle manner. This three week 
series is for the adult who has nev-
er knit or the knitter who is look-
ing for support in returning to the 
craft. All supplies are included. 
Who: Adults 
When: Wednesdays 4:30-6:00 
11/19-12/10
Where: Amherst Recreation Office, 
4 Cross Road
Fee: $72/$82, including yarn and 
needles

Knitting for Adults: Beyond the 
Basics Projects

Our project for October is “Om-
bre Cowl” made with worsted 
weight for a quicker (and thicker) 
finished product, photo on the web-
site. We have a dedicated group of 
8-10 participants of varying abili-
ties- come join us!
Who: Adults
When: Wednesdays 11/19-12/10 
4:30-6pm
Where: Amherst Recreation Office, 
4 Cross Road
Fee: $72.00 Res/$82.00 Non-Res, 
includes yarn and needles

Zumba Gold
Perfect for beginners and folks 

over 50…this is a “kinder, gentler 
Zumba®.” Laugh! Dance! Love your 

Body! With no need to be perfect, 
this feels joyous…like dancing in 
your living room with all your 
“crazy” friends! Can’t resist a great 
dance beat? You’ll LOVE the vari-
ety… from 40’s swing and 50’s rock-
n-roll to Latin rhythms like Cha-
cha and Salsa. Easier than learning 
to waltz, you’ll soon forget your feet, 
lose yourself in the music and leave 
feeling happy and energized! Low 
impact, moderate intensity and 
easy to learn, this class is about hav-
ing fun and making friends! There 
is a once a week and a twice a week 
option for registration.
Who: Adults
When: Mondays and Thursdays 
3:45-4:30 11/10-1/5
Where: Clark School MPR
Fee: 1x/week $42 Res/$47 Non-res, 
2x/week $59 Res/$69 Non-res

Adult Basketball and Adult Vol-
leyball 

Pick up games at AMS have be-
gun. The registration fee covers the 
entire school year. See our website 
for details and to register.

We add programs weekly, so 
check our website often… And 
make time in your life for Recre-
ation!
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gradually dwindled until 1869. He 
was probably affected by the finan-
cial effects of the house fire in Am-
herst and cost of rebuilding, as well 
as the burden of managing his late 
father’s estate. 

The Farmers’ Cabinet proudly re-
ported on races (sometimes called 
“trotting matches”) won by the 
mare Empress belonging to Am-
herst townsman Peter W. Jones, 
e.g., winning a purse of $100 at 
White River Junction in 1863; $500 
at Riverside Riding Park in August 
1864; another $500 at the New En-
gland Fair held at Springfield in Sep. 
1864. At the New England Fair held 
in September 1865, “as at most oth-
er [fairs] these days, the trotting 
was the great feature with the mass-
es,” reported Amherst’s newspa-
per. This was during the Civil War. 
(Does that surprise you as much 
as me?) No doubt a similar inter-
est in horse-racing was shared by 
folks in other parts of the country 
not devastated by war, such as the 
New York area. In Oct. 1865, the 
Amherst editor opined, “The pres-
ent trotting and racing fever in New 
England is in highest degree to be 
regretted by all who have the best 
interests of society at heart.” 

In N.H., L. Shuster Smith flew 
under the radar – neither he nor 
his horses made the news in the lo-
cal paper – except when the Ather-
ton house burned in Nov. 1865 and 
when he rebuilt three years later. In-

terestingly, in 1870 census, the oc-
cupation of Shuster Smith aged 37 
was that he kept a livery stable in 
NYC (ward 19); his wife & children 
were still enumerated in Philadel-
phia. He did make the news in New 
York, about the messy resolution of 
his father’s will, but there is a single 
item (that I could find online) relat-
ed to horses. The New York Herald 
reported on 30 June 1871 on “Five 
Years Search for a Racer” about 
someone else’s mare, called Lap-
wing, who went lame during train-
ing and so, instead of being sent 
north to the races, was placed by 
the owner’s brother-in-law, “wish-
ing to send her to the country for 
the winter,” in the care of “Mr. 
Shuster Smith, of 122 Broad Street” 
[NYC] who sent her along with his 
own mare to Orange county – and 
“kindly paid her keep ever since” [5 
years!]. One gets the impression, by 
this article and by the way Smith’s 
ownership of his Amherst proper-
ty came to an end, that he simply 
couldn’t keep track of everything he 
owned. 

Why did Smith raise cows in 
Amherst? Probably something to 
do with his family’s business, ei-
ther father-in-law in Philly or pa in 
NYC, or his own career as provision 
dealer. As a young man, having just 
reached his majority, he joined an 
older brother in San Francisco, their 
provisions firm called Napoleon 
Smith & Brother, located at 84 Clay; 

dissolved in Feb. 1854 but carried 
on briefly by Shuster. An advert ran 
in the Daily Alta California news-
paper of San Francisco (23 Aug. 
1853): “Provision. 200 bbls Smith’s 
market beef; 50 hf bbl NY city ox 
tongues; 100 cases NY city leaf 
lard in 20 lb tin. For sale by NAPO-
LEON SMITH & BRO, corner Cal-
ifornia & Front Sts upstairs.” Well, 
if it was worth importing lard and 
ox tongues all the way from coast to 
coast, it may well have been worth 
raising beef in New Hampshire to 
ship to NYC or Philly. After all, the 
trains were readily accessible. 
Who Was L. Shuster Smith?

Lawrence Shuster Smith (1831-
1912) of Philadelphia was a saddle & 
harness maker and son of a prosper-
ous New York City provisions deal-
er/merchant. He was married in 
1855 to Ann Eliza Pastorius Shuster 
(1836-1906, b. & d. Penna.), daugh-
ter of Lawrence Shuster, a butch-
er and provisioner in Philadelphia 
who in 1829 had married Miss Ann 
Eliza Pastorius of New York. The 
Smiths had three children born 
in Philadelphia in 1857, 1859, and 
1861. According to directories of 
Philadelphia, in 1857-’59 L. Shuster 
Smith was a harness maker and in 
1860 and ‘62 a saddler (saddle- and 
harness-maker being essentially the 
same occupation), but in 1863-1865 
he was listed as a provisions mer-
chant. The 1864 U.S. IRS tax as-
sessment lists for Pennsylvania in-

clude this taxpayer: Smith Shuster 
L. at 326 Franklin, income $4400 
(at rate 5%); income $2587 (rate 
10%); 2 carriages (one 1%, the oth-
er 3% rate=$1 and $3 taxes); 1 watch 
(1% rate = $2 tax); 1 piano (2% rate 
= $2 tax). That’s particularly inter-
esting because no one in Amherst 
was taxed on pianos and watches! 
Around 1864/5, he moved back to 
New York City to manage his late 
father’s business/ estate. From 1865-
1876, Lawrence S. Smith is listed in 
directories of New York City as pro-
visions merchant, in same locations 
as his late father John M. Smith (d. 
14 June 1861) and late brother La-
fayette Smith. In 1869, in N.Y. Sur-
rogate’s Court, as “the executor [of 
his father’s estate, L. Shuster Smith] 
testified that he was worth $50,000, 
besides a life interest in his father’s 
estate; that he resided in New York, 
and had paid his taxes there and no-
where else. On several other points 
there was some tall and very con-
tradictory swearing pro and con.” 
(New York Herald, NYC, 16 Nov. 
1869, p. 5.)  In 1875, L. Shuster 
Smith claimed in court: “I reside 
at 170 Forty-first street, New York; 
have always resided here; my fami-
ly lives in Philadelphia; I have done 
business always in New York, and 
always resided here.” He returned 
to Philadelphia before his death but 
appears to no longer have shared a 
home with his wife (1900 census). 
He found a final home in the Hayes 

Mechanics Home in Philly for old 
men, qualifying for residence be-
cause of his prior occupation as har-
ness-maker.
Farm “Occupant” Robert 
Boutell

So who managed the farm and 
raised the horses for absentee 
owner Smith? A good bet is Rob-
ert Boutell (1803-1889). He occu-
pied the property for a quarter of a 
century, listed in Amherst’s tax in-
voices from April 1860 to 1869 and 
again 1873 to 1875 as “occupant” of 
land & buildings owned by L. Shus-
ter Smith. (The annotation of oc-
cupant’s name on a non-resident 
owner’s taxpayer invoice line sure 
is helpful for an historical research-
er, but the tax invoices did not al-
ways name the occupant of a rent-
ed property.) In the 1860 census of 
Amherst, Robert Boutell was still a 
whip maker, no doubt working for 
his brothers-in-law Melendy & Da-
vid, but he must soon have become 
a full-time farmer. While Smith 
owned expensive horses in the 
Civil War years, Boutell kept just 
one or two less-expensive horses 
and sometimes one cow, but when 
Smith no longer owned horses kept 
in Amherst, Boutell in the 1870s 
owned taxable livestock in the form 
of 4 or 5 expensive horses and 6 to 
9 cows. In Jan. 1873, Boutell sued 
Smith for money owed (Hillsbor-
ough County court execution deed 

8:487); and two years later, the deed 
was inked whereby Boutell gained 
ownership of the so-called Ath-
erton place. The Deputy Sheriff of 
Hillsborough County, by virtue of 
an execution issued upon judgment 
recovered by Robert Boutelle of 
Amherst against L. Shuster Smith 
of Philadelphia, at Circuit Court 
holden at Nashua, N.H., Sep. 1874 
and in consideration of $1635.34, 
sold & conveyed to Robert Boute-
lle all right & equity which L. Shus-
ter Smith had (when same was 
attached by mesne process) of re-
deeming certain mortgaged real es-
tate in Amherst, N.H.: (1) Atherton 
place and (2) tract of woodland; the 
same being subject for term of one 
year to be redeemed by debtor (deed 
423:305). But Boutell appears not to 
have become full owner until 1880 
when he bought the former Ather-
ton place and a tract of woodland 
from an interim investment owner 
for $4000 (deed 425:188). 

Coda: More recently, from 1966 
to 1996, when Whitney Robert 
(“Bob”) Nolte Jr. (1933-2005), a 
surveyor and developer, owned 24 
Courthouse Road (the lot much 
reduced in size from Atherton’s 
and Smith’s farm), his passion, ac-
cording to his obituary, was rais-
ing harness horses which he raced 
throughout New England and New 
York. He’s the one who developed 
Salzburg Square shopping center at 
Amherst in 1984.
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PROPOSED 2015 ZONING AMENDMENTS 
 
In accordance with NH RSA 675:3, the Amherst Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the second floor Barbara Landry Meeting Room, Town 
Hall, 2 Main Street, Amherst, New Hampshire.   The purpose of the public hearing is to discuss the 
following proposed amendments to the Amherst Zoning Ordinance.  
 
1. Elderly Housing– The proposed amendment allows elderly housing as a permitted use subject to a 

Conditional Use Permit in zones where it is currently permitted and eliminates the special exception for 
elderly housing. 
 
Proposed Revisions: 
Amend Section 4.3.A Permitted Uses by adding 9.  Elderly Housing (see Article IV, Section 4.20). 
 
Move Section 4.3.B.3 in its entirety to a new Section 4.20, amended with the underlined insertions as 
follows: 

Section 4.20 Elderly Housing    
 

A. Single or multi- unit residential developments which comply with the Federal Definition of 
Elderly Housing are allowed by conditional use permit (Section 3.18) and shall be required to 
meet any standards set forth in that section, subject to the following:  

1. Each structure may be a single dwelling unit or a cluster of units containing from two (2) 
to twelve (12) dwelling units. 

2. Net tract density shall be a minimum of one-half (1/2) acre for each dwelling unit, and the 
entire tract of land on which a development is situated shall contain not less than fifteen 
(15) acres.  

3. If off-site drinking water is available and on-site soils are classified by the NHDES as 
Group I or II then the net tract density in units shall be limited to a maximum of six (6) 
bedrooms per acre and the minimum tract size shall be reduced to seven and one-half (7 
1/2) acres.  

4. Ancillary facilities such as community meeting rooms, site management offices, and rooms 
for limited healthcare services are allowed. 

5. No structure shall be constructed to a height greater than thirty-five (35) feet, exclusive of 
chimneys or cupolas, measured from the lowest adjacent exterior elevation. 

6. Setbacks shall comply with the underlying zoning district. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Net Tract Area Definition– The proposed amendment provides a consistent definition throughout the 
Zoning Ordinance of net tract area as the total area of the parcel less wetland, floodplain and steep 
slopes over 20 percent. 

 
Proposed Revisions: 

 
Amend  Section 4.14.C.2 as follows:   

a.  Where there is no existing dwelling, the net tract area (total parcel minus wetlands) shall be at 
least four (4) acres and not more than fifteen (15) acres, except in the Northern Rural Zone, the net 
area shall be at least ten (10) acres but not more than twenty (20) acres   
b.  Where there is an existing dwelling, the net tract area (total parcel minus wetlands) shall be at 
least sufficient to provide a conforming conventional sized lot for the existing dwelling and the 
maximum net tract area shall be as listed above. (3-12-09, 3-10-09) 

 
Amend Section 4.17.C as follows: 

 
A. MINIMUM LOT AREA.  Planned Residential Developments may be permitted on single or 

adjacent tracts of land, under one (1) ownership, or to be brought under one (1) ownership, which 
have a net tract area of no less than twenty (20) buildable, non-wetland acres in the 
Residential/Rural, and Commercial Zones, and thirty (30) buildable, non-wetland acres in the 
Northern Rural Zone, and twenty-five (25) buildable, non-wetland acres in the Northern 
Transitional Zone. Net tract area shall mean the total area of the tract or tracts less the area in the 
Wetlands Conservation District, Flood plain Conservation District, areas of slope equal to or 
greater than twenty percent (20%), and soils with severe limitations as defined by the United 
States Department of Agriculture Soils Survey Interpretation Sheets of l973, l975 or l976. On-site 
determination of soil types may be conducted at the request of the Board by an agent of the 
Hillsborough County Soil Conservation Service or a qualified soils scientist approved by the 
Town of Amherst. Only soils with slight or moderate limitations shall be included in the net tract 
area. PRDs may be built only on the net tract area.  (3-14-89, 3-12-02, 3-6-04) 

 
Insert into Section 9.1 the following definition: 
Net Tract Area.  The total area of a parcel of land less wetlands, floodplain and steep slopes over twenty 
(20) percent. 
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