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R E C E N T U P D AT E S

Video meetings of Joint Facilities
Advisory Committee, Amherst Board of
Selectmen, Amherst Planning Board
and Town Ways & Means Committee
Joint Facilities Advisory Committ…

·

SAU 39 was Live Follow

H O L I DAY S

Christmas Comes But Once a Year….

The Amherst Schools Joint Facilities Advisory
Committee budget items during their November 18th
session. Discussion begins 04:13 into the video

Christmas 2020 will sparkle in spite of Covid 19. Homes are being decorated and lights
will soon be shining all around town. The Amherst Garden Club presents Holiday Magic, a
drive-by viewing of holiday door decorating with different themes. The Amherst Garden
Club Memory Tree will be adorned with hundreds of tiny white lights, each light
representing someone near and dear who has passed. And in the comfort of your home
you can make gingerbread houses with the Amherst Town Library’s Miss Sarah via Zoom.
To complete the setting, just a light dusting of snow, please. Keep Joy in your heart and
let our homes offer peace and love to our family, friends and neighbors ...
READ MORE
The Amherst Board of Selectmen discussed items of
interest, November 23rd. Discussion begins at 02:38
into the video

The Amherst Planning Board discussed items of
interest, November 18th. Discussion begins at 02:12 in
the video

LIBRARY

SPORTS

Family Gingerbread House
Workshops via ZOOM

Sabers Win Division II
NHIAA 2020 Football Title

AMHERST – Join Miss Sarah for a holiday
gingerbread-house construction party in the
comfort of your own home! We’ll provide a
take-home kit. ...

AMHERST – The Souhegan High School
Sabers football team pulled off a stunning 2621 victory over Plymouth Regional High
School Bobcats, November 21st ...

READ MORE

READ MORE

The Amherst Ways & Means reviews budget proposal
from the Multimodal Facilities Committee, November
23rd. Discussion begins at 0:48 into the video

Digital e-papers Now Online:
APRIL 2020
MAY 2020
JUNE 2020

PEOPLE

BUDGETS

GROUPS

Winner of RTN Front
Porch Contest

FY22 School Budgets
Under Review

Regional Gardening
Throughout the Year

WALTHAM – Amherst resident
Jason Gerardo is one of five
winners of RTN Federal Credit
Union’s summer contest asking
members to share what COVID-19
meant to them …

AMHERST – The Amherst School
Board has been reviewing and
refining budget plans for January's
Budget Hearing ...

AMHERST – Do you need a present
for a friend/gardner? Do you need
a reminder of WHAT to do WHEN in
your garden? Hundreds of hints,
facts, and photos are categorized ...

READ MORE

READ MORE

JULY 2020
AUGUST 2020
SEPTEMBER 2020
OCTOBER 2020
NOVEMBER 2020

READ MORE

Amherst Citizen's "e-newsletter"
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Letters
Amherst School Board

Budget Season Continues
To the editor:
There is just one final month left in the FY22 budget season and we’re
coming close to determining what will go on the ballot for you in the
spring. When budget season started there was a proposed increase of
more than eight percent with a default increase greater than four percent.
After months of discussions, meetings, and review, the overall proposed
increase is now at about six percent, thanks in part to removal of duplicate
entries and numbers coming into focus, such as a six percent max
increase in health insurance costs compared to the original ten percent
placeholder.
As a board, we have asked the administration continue to consider
final cuts to help bring us more in line with this year’s default increase.
Many factors went into this line of thinking, including class-size goals
(teacher-student ratio), necessary facilities repairs, curriculum programs,
and much more. Of course, the economic impacts of COVID-19 played a
factor as well, so we are looking forward to seeing what final items are in
the budget before we discuss and make a final recommendation Dec. 15.
Facilities
Speaking of facilities and ballots, we unanimously voted in November
to approve a facilities project recommended by the Joint Facilities
Advisory Committee (JFAC). In short, we are supporting a two-building
proposal that will see a new Clark-Wilkins Elementary and an entirely
renovated Amherst Middle School. The entire project will cost
approximately $96 million but will give Amherst schools a much-needed
overhaul.
We recognize that the number is shocking when you first read it – we
all had the same reaction you did the first time we heard about the JFAC
recommendation. After review, however, we feel the project is desperately
needed to allow Amherst’s schools to match their reputation around the
state. Here are the facts we considered:
In our current buildings we are looking at an average of $1 million a
year to keep things up and running. The mechanical systems alone
run well into eight figures combined between the buildings to repair
and replace.
We don’t have the space to meet our class-size goals, a target the
board approved in 2018 to provide for smaller class sizes across all
grade levels. The benefits of smaller classes, especially in K-3, were
displayed by long-term studies in Tennessee (Project STAR) and
Wisconsin (Project SAGE). Students in smaller class sizes had
increased test scores, were more likely to graduate high school, and
more likely to major in a STEM field of study in college. We cannot
reach these goals and benefits with class sizes that are ranked in the
top 10 in the state in most K-8 grade levels.
We looked at spreading two building projects out over the next 5-10
years but rising construction costs (conservatively estimated at four
percent per year) and record-low bond rates made it clear that now
was the time fiscally to run the concurrent projects. There are tens of
millions to be saved by taking this approach.
Over the coming months you will be hearing a lot from JFAC,
discussing the numbers, benefits, and projects in more detail.


Mont Vernon Tuition Agreement

Another bit of business headed for the ballot for your consideration is a
five-year extension of our tuition agreement with Mont Vernon. After many
discussions with Mont Vernon school board representatives, we changed
the agreement from a complicated calculation based on the average
number of kids at Amherst Middle School each quarter to a flat tuition
payment per student based on the average cost-per-pupil from the
previous two years. Then, the cost-per-pupil figure will be multiplied by
the number of Mont Vernon students enrolled at AMS as of Oct. 1 in the
specific school year. There is a 5.6% cap on any increase year-over-year
to ease the tax burden in any one given year for Mont Vernon taxpayers.
This new formula will simplify a very complicated process for both districts
while giving them solid figures at the beginning of each year in regard to
what tuition will actually cost for that year. This erases the need for endof-year reconciliation to give all taxpayers more transparency at budget
time.
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Giving Thanks
Lastly, we want to say another thank you to the students, parents,
teachers, staff, and administration for their tremendous work this school
year. With the holidays here, our buildings continue to be open for inperson learning for an overwhelming majority of students. Pick up a
newspaper or watch a newscast and you’ll see that across the country
schools are shutting their doors, many without the data to back up their
decisions. We have several neighbors in New Hampshire that are doing
part-time in-person learning and will now spend the next two months in
full-remote mode. Students learn and grow better in the classroom, so
kudos to everyone for making that option continue to work for our
community. For those families who continue to choose remote learning,
keep up the good work and let us know if there are improvements that can
be made to make your students continue to feel like part of their school
community.
We wish you and your family a safe and happy holiday season.

Respectfully,
Elizabeth Kuzsma, Chair
Tom Gauthier, Vice Chair
Terri Behm
Ellen Grudzien
Josh Conklin

Amherst Schools Budget Season

Public Hearings on Operating Budgets
ZOOM Meetings

Register in advance for these webinars: https://sau39.zoom.us
January 13, 2021
6 p.m. Souhegan Cooperative School Board
7 p.m. Amherst School Board
January 14, 2021
6 p.m. Mont Vernon School Board

Deliberative Sessions
February 1, 2021
7 p.m. Souhegan Cooperative School Board
February 2, 2021
7 p.m. Amherst School Board
February 3, 2021
6 p.m. Mont Vernon School Board

Amherst and Souhegan Cooperative School Budget
Reviews
The Amherst School Board chaired by Elizabeth Kuzsma is
reviewing Superintendent Adam Steel’s budget for FY 2021. The first
proposed operating budget had an 8.2% increase. After careful
review the board has brought the increase down to “about 6%”
($1,739,179) over last year’s budget. The operating budget is
$30,725,496. The board will continue to rview the costs.
Two major building and renovation projects are expected to cost
$96,000,000. Renovations for Amherst Middle School would cost
about $31,000,000. The new elementary school would cost
$66,038,000.
The Souhegan Cooperative School Board chaired by Pim
Grondstra received Superintendent Adam Steel’s proposed operating
budget of $19,352,970. The increase over last year’s budget is
$975,563 (5.3%). Warrant articles for locker rooms, science labs and
maintenance would be additional.
Public hearings are planned for January 13. You must register for
these Zoom meetings in advance.
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Town
Wigwam Garden Memorial Walkway

Remembering Those Who
Have Passed. . .

AMHERST – As a way to honor those who have come before us, the
Historical Society has created a Memorial Walkway in the garden behind
the Wigwam. Engraved bricks can be purchased and placed in memory
of deceased Historical Society members, or for those who resided in
Amherst for at least a portion of their lives.
Thanks to the efforts of the Amherst Garden Club, the walkway is
surrounded by historic and beautifully maintained plantings – a serene
spot to remember the many who contributed to preserving Amherst’s past
and to making it the wonderful community it is today.
The Historical Society kicked off this walkway project by placing
bricks for the last five Board members who have passed - Charlie Duval,
Bonnie Struss, Dick Martini, Helen Rowe and Bill Wichman. We hope
you’ll consider memorializing someone special with a tax-deductible gift
of $100 per brick. All proceeds will go toward the maintenance and
preservation of the Historical Society’s two museums and the artifacts
they house. Engraved bricks will be installed in groups throughout the
non-frozen year.
To order by mail, complete the Brick Order Form and send it to the
address on the form with a check made payable to HSANH. To order
electronically, email the pertinent information on the form (or attach a
scan) to historicalsociety@hsanh.org, and pay with the link below. Your
order will be acknowledged, and you will be notified when your brick is
placed.
Thanks for helping us in our mission of remembering those who have
passed.

Amherst Memory Tree 2020

Daniels Holds State Senate Lead
by 159 Votes in Recount

Amherst General Election Results ~ November 3, 2020

The Memory Tree: A Living
Tribute to Honor our Loved Ones
AMHERST – A tree planted in
someone’s memory is a living tribute
that benefits present and future
generations, and is perhaps the most
fitting memorial gift of all and since
trees provide so many natural benefits,
it is a gift that keeps on giving.
Sweet Baby Blue Eyes memorializes
our loved ones who have passed yet
are still so present in our minds and fill
our hearts with love.
The lovely blue
spruce will be illuminated for the 2020
Holiday Season on December 11th and
will be adorned with hundreds of tiny
white lights, each light representing someone near and dear that has
passed. Each light is a powerful reminder that we can include those who
have passed in our holiday celebration, though in a different
way.
For a small donation, $10.00 for an individual or $25.00 for a family,
you may have a loved one remembered. Names of those remembered
will be posted on a large board beside the tree, as well as in the Amherst
Citizen.
Donations are placed in the Amherst Garden Club Charitable Fund,
and proceeds are awarded to a community project that aligns with the
mission of the AGC.
In this era of Covid 19, participation may be done electronically. We
have created a site that is user friendly, easy to access and is securely
serviced by WePay, a BNY Mellon company. Sign up instructions are
clear and simple to follow. Online access will be available through
December 4th, 2020 on the Amherst Garden Club Facebook page. Look
for the Memory Tree. You may also go to the website at
amherstgardenclub.org.
For further inquiry, please contact Barbara Dalrymple
@barbaracdalrymple@gmail.com.

Amherst Conservation
Commission Tribute

The ACC installed up near Grater Woods a bench in memory of
Bruce who passed in October. We put it up in the meadow at
the end of Grater Rd. since Bruce was so instrumental in
getting those parcels conserved. It’s quite a peaceful setting
with a great view of the Wapack Range.
Bruce had been a longtime contributor to The Amherst
Citizen providing regular columns in poetic paragraphs.
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Holiday

The Amherst Lions Club is having an online
Silent Auction and Scratch Ticket Raffle this
year instead of our Craft Fair that is normally
held the 1st Saturday in December at the
Amherst Middle School. This is due to the
Covid19 pandemic. We and the crafters are
sad not to see you in person. The Silent Auction
and Raffle will replace some of the funds we
would normally get from the Craft Fair. Many
local merchants and some of our crafters who
normally participate are going to have items in
the auction. Bidding will start on Friday, 12/4 at
1PM and end on Sunday 12/13 at 2PM. Your
holiday gift shopping could not be easier. The
raffle will be online as well. We will sell tickets
10 for $10 for a chance to win $200 worth of
scratch tickets! Please support us and enjoy
the auction. All proceeds go to our local
charities who need it now more than ever. Stay
tuned, more details and sneak peeks coming
soon.

Click images for more information
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Library
AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 03031
Phone 673-2288 Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherstlibrary.org
web http://www.amherstlibrary.org

DIRECTORY

LIBRARY HAS
REOPENED LIMITED
HOURS DURING
COVID-19 PANDEMIC
CRISIS

PROGRAMS for FAMILIES and CHILDREN at the LIBRARY
GET IN THE HOLIDAY MOOD

ZOOM FAMILY GINGERBREAD HOUSE WORKSHOPS
Join Miss Sarah for a holiday
gingerbread-house construction party
in the comfort of your own home!
Families are invited to pool their
creativity and make a graham-cracker
gingerbread house for the holidays.
We’ll provide a take-home kit
containing the graham-crackers,
frosting and a few ‘starter’
decorations to include in your
creation. You provide the rest of the
decorations that you want to use,
spool up ZOOM, and we’ll ‘get
together’ to build some beautiful
houses. Midway through the program, Miss Sarah will read a story or two
to the kids while the frosting sets up---join us to get the whole family in the
holiday mood! Two ZOOM sessions will be offered. Please sign-up for
just one session:
Thursday, December 10th - 6:30-8:30pm. Sign-up link:
https://www.libraryinsight.com/eventdetails.asp?
jx=1n&cnf=1&lmx=%CF%60b%2C%A9%AAt
Saturday, December 12th - 10-11:30am. Sign-up link:
https://www.libraryinsight.com/eventdetails.asp?
jx=1n&cnf=1&lmx=%CF%60b%2C%A9%AAv

JOIN US VIRTUALLY
ZOOM FAMILY STORYTIME

Tuesdays at 10:00am through December 15.
Come join Miss Sarah and Princess Lovely for a fun-filled family
program!
For ages 3-6, younger siblings are always welcome.
Registration is required. An email with the ZOOM link and a materials
list for the craft will be sent before each program. Link for information and
to register: http://www.libraryinsight.com/calendar.asp?
dp=&sm=&jx=1np&nMonth=12&nYear=2020&x=3

ZOOM MINECRAFT CLUB
Mondays from 3:45 - 4:45pm through December 14.
Come and join Miss Sarah for ZOOM Minecraft Club on Monday
afternoons!
As always, there will be a CHALLENGE---Miss Sarah will have a new
challenge for you at the beginning of each meeting. You will need a
device that can run the ZOOM program.
For kids ages 7 and up. Registration is required. An email with the
ZOOM link will be sent before each program. Link for information and to
register: http://www.libraryinsight.com/calendar.asp?
dp=&sm=&jx=1np&nMonth=12&nYear=2020&x=3

More December Programs at:

www.amherstcitizen.com/library.html

ZOOM BOOK CLUB: Great Stone Face Reviewers Club
The Great Stone Face Award is a statewide reading list for kids in
grades 4-6. Our club reads from a master list of the newest middle-grade
fiction and comes to meetings prepared to evaluate these books for
possible inclusion on next year’s Great Stone Face List. We learn bookreview skills, to stand up in front of a group to give our opinions, and we
always have a lot of fun!
For kids in grades 5 and 6
Meets the First Thursday of the month at 6:30pm. Next Meetings:
December 3 & January 7
Sound like fun? It is! Contact Miss Sarah at
shydorn@amherstlibrary.org if you are interested in joining.

YOUTUBE VIDEOS

LITTLE LISTENERS “SHORT-TAKES”
For our youngest patrons, these videos are short, sweet and
engaging. They feature our favorite rhymes, songs, and the occasional
book. Since they can be accessed whenever it’s convenient for you,
there’s no need to worry about scheduling your little one to be available at
a certain time. Videos will be available for viewing on the Amherst Town
Library’s YouTube Channel.
For Newborns-3yrs. No registration required.
New Little Listeners Videos will be available on December 3, 10 & 17
YouTube Channel link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt7Wux3cQimgzdTAfA3pMe
g/videos

PROJECT: FUN!!
Join Miss Lisa for a new FUN!! project every month. She’ll be diving
into our collection of non-fiction books to find cool projects we can all
enjoy. Materials for the project will be available here at the library the
Tuesday before each how-to video is released. Projects may involve art,
science, cooking, or maybe a bit of all three! Videos will be available for
viewing on the Amherst Town Library’s YouTube Channel.
For kids ages 5-8. No registration required.
Next video will be released on December 23
YouTube Channel link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt7Wux3cQimgzdTAfA3pMe
g/videos

SUBSCRIBE

A M H E R S T, N H ' s D I G I TA L N E W S R O O M

HOME

LETTERS

TOWN

COMMUNITY

SPORTS

ARTS

MONT VERNON

DIRECTORY
DECEMBER 2020

Recreation

Winter Recreation Programs

AMHERST RECREATION DEPARTMENT

4 Cross Rd, Amherst, NH 03031
603 673-6248

Register now for the programs that interest you! Video
shows how easy it is to select, register and check out.

Peabody Mill Environmental Center
66 Brook Road
603 673-1141
www.amherstrec.org

MyRec.com- How to Register

For Kids

For Adults
Amherst Rec Esport Leagues
Don’t let the winter stop you from some fun
competition between friends. Amherst
Recreation is stepping into the wild world of
esports. Esports is one of the fastest growing
competitions in the world and we want to allow
players a safe way to compete with friends on
your own in the confines of your own home.
Register by January 6th.

Starts January 16th
So. NH Holiday Light Tour
Be a part of the magic! Decorate your house for
the holidays and take a tour around Southern
NH for a Tour of Lights. Enter your home below
for a chance to win great prizes!
Entries due by December 6th
Viewing from December 11th-27th. A list of
houses from across Southern NH will be
available to the public..
Viewing from December 11th-27th

Red Cross First Aid, CPR, AED
Interested in learning life saving skills and gain
the confidence to be prepared for anything?
Get certified in First Aid, CPR, and AED through
the American Red Cross. This blended learning
course will include an online portion that you
complete at home as well as a 2 hour in person
skills practice.

2 Sessions on December 13th

Code Wiz Online Coding Class
When it comes to preparing your children for
the future, there are few better ways to do so
than to help them learn to code! Code Wiz
online classes helps kids develop critical
problem-solving skills, perseverance, and
focus. They will gain valuable 21st century skills
that will serve them no matter what career path
they choose.

Starts January
Night Hike
Deck the Trails!

Amherst Citizen's "e-newsletter"

Deck the trails with boughs of holly… or
anything that would help spread the holiday
cheer! This holiday season join The Amherst
Parks & Recreation Department and The
Amherst Conservation Commission and help us
decorate trees on the Joe English Reservation.
Prizes available!
Now through January 3rd

Come enjoy the sights and sounds of the forest
at night! The hike will be about one mile and
takes us on a nice loop through the woods,
which lasts about 30-45 minutes. We will end
up back by the fire pit where we will invite you
to stay and have light refreshments, and hear a
few campfire stories.

December 12th
MORE PROGRAMS
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Community

The Regional Gardening Guide

AAUW Southern NH Branch News

“Diversity in New
Hampshire” January 26, via
Zoom

Sue Spiess (L) with Meg Clemens with the AGC's Regional Gardening Guide

AMHERST – Do you need a present for a friend/gardner? Do you
need a reminder of WHAT to do WHEN in your garden? Whether you are
an experienced gardener or new to the scene, The Amherst Garden
Club’s “Regional Gardening Throughout the Year” is an invaluable guide.
Hundreds of helpful hints, facts, and gorgeous photos are categorized
by month in a 12” x 9” calendar format that can be used over many
years. This guide was developed as part of the upcoming 50th
anniversary celebration by the Anniversary Calendar Committee which
included gardening gurus Meg Clemens, Nancy Hokinson, Diane
Merrithew, Judy Smith, Sue Spiess and Karen Woodbury and the brilliant
guidance of Nancy Head. Together, they created a document you will
treasure.
The Guide is now available for $17.50 including postage. Guides are
available online at amherstgardenclub.org or at the Amherst Garden
Center, Rte 101, Amherst.
The guide is not attached to a specific year so it can be used year
after year, with places to record your own notes. Each month includes
hints for garden design, flowers and lawn, fruit, vegetables and herbs,
houseplants, trees and shrubs and general hints. The garden photos
have been gathered from our members’ gardens and are guaranteed to
inspire you to get out in your own garden.
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The Southern NH Branch of the American Association of University
Women (AAUW) has scheduled the second program in their Civic
Engagement Series – Part 2 on Tuesday, January 26, 2021 at 7 p.m.
Photographer and author Becky Field and Southern NH University alumna
Mahboba Akhtarzadah will present their program, “Diversity in New
Hampshire”, via Zoom.
Becky Field has been documenting the lives of immigrants and
refugees in New Hampshire.
Her first book (2015), Different Roots, Common Dreams: New Hampshire’s
Cultural Diversity (pub. 2015), won two national awards. Her newest book,
Finding Home: Portraits and Memories of New Hampshire Immigrants
(pub. 2020) is a collection of 40 essays by immigrants about resettling in
New Hampshire. Books are available at some libraries and also
bookstores including the Toadstool Bookshops.
Mahboba Aktharzadah came from Afghanistan to the United States in
2013 on a full scholarship to SNHU and graduated in 2018 in Information
Technology. She now works in that field with a federal government
contractor. Having contracted polio as a child, she faced many
challenges during her schooling in Afghanistan, which made her a strong
advocate for good education.
If interested in attending the program via Zoom, please contact
Program Co-chair Johanna Tigert at johanna_tigert@uml.edu for the zoom
link information.
The third program is still being planned.

Amherst Resident is a Winner in the RTN
Front Porch Project Contest
WALTHAM, MA – Amherst
resident Jason Gerardo is one of five
winners of RTN Federal Credit
Union’s Front Porch Project contest.
The summer contest asked RTN
members to share in ten words or
fewer what COVID-19 meant to them,
with each winner getting a family
portrait taken outside their homes in
keeping with social distancing
guidelines.
“It was heartfelt
reading all the entries and learning
what COVID-19 has meant to our
members,” comments Nicole James,
RTN Executive Vice President. “Front
Winner Jason Gerardo with wife Mollie, son
Porch and outdoor portraits have
Porter and daughters Piper and Portia. His
become a way to document
quote: New baby girl arriving soon in a strange
individual families’ and our collective new world.
experience during the pandemic.
During this unusual time, it’s more important than ever to stay connected
and that’s what the contest was all about.”
RTN is a member-owned, not-for-profit financial cooperative
committed to helping members achieve financial well-being through
quality products and personalized service. Founded in 1945, RTN is one
of the largest credit unions in Massachusetts, with nearly $1 billion in
assets, nearly 50,000 members and 18 branches. RTN Federal Credit
Union serves more than 1,100 sponsor groups including two major
employers in Massachusetts – Raytheon Technologies and Brigham and
Women’s Hospital.
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Obituaries

John H. Finnerty
AMHERST – Retired Weston Firefighter John
H. Finnerty, of Amherst, New Hampshire,
formerly of Weston, died at home on
Sunday, November 22, 2020. He was 77
years old.
John was born in Waltham on December
21, 1942, a son of the late James and Anne
(McCaffrey) Finnerty. As a child his family
moved to Lincoln where he graduated from
Lincoln-Sudbury High School.
After that he served as an M.P. with the Massachusetts Army National
Guard. John was appointed by the Weston Fire Department as a call
firefighter in 1972, a temporary firefighter in 1976 and a permanent
firefighter in 1977. He was assigned as the department mechanic from
1987 through 2004. For more than thirty-five years he proudly served the
people of Weston, retiring on December 31, 2007 at the age of 65. John
cherished his career in the fire service and found great comfort in the
camaraderie with his fellow firefighters.
John married Manchester, New Hampshire native Deborah A. Davis in
1977 and the pair made their home in Weston where they would raise their
children. The family made many happy memories during their annual
summer trips to The Harborside Inn on Martha’s Vineyard. John was also
an avid sports fan and enjoyed NASCAR, the Patriots, and the Red Sox.
Affable by nature, John made friends wherever he went. Retirement
afforded him the opportunity to move to Amherst, New Hampshire where
he lived at ‘Summerfield of Amherst’ where he became the unofficial
sprinkler maintenance man for the entire complex.
The husband of the late Deborah A. (Davis) Finnerty, he leaves his
children, Brian J. Finnerty and his husband, Justin Young of Collingswood,
New Jersey and Sarah P. Finnerty of Maynard; his grandson, Theodore
Finnerty-Young; his brothers and sister, James Finnerty, of Meredith, New
Hampshire, Thomas Finnerty of Maynard, Kevin Finnerty of Lincoln and
Maureen Onigman of Lincoln and many nieces, nephews and their
families.
Family and friends will honor and remember John’s life by gathering for
calling hours in The Joyce Funeral Home, 245 Main Street (Rte. 20),
Waltham on Sunday, November 29th from 2 to 5 p.m. He will be laid to rest
privately in the Finnerty lot at Linwood Cemetery, Weston.
Memorial donations may be made to Adoptions from the Heart by
visiting https://afth.org/support-our-mission/

Amherst Citizen's "e-newsletter"

Robert Chamberlin
Treadwell, Jr.
AMHERST – Robert C. Treadwell, Jr. passed
away peacefully at home on Friday,
November 20th, just shy of his 93rd
birthday. He was born on December 12,
1927, the only child of Robert C. Treadwell
and Eleanor Judge Treadwell. He was
raised in Massachusetts, New York, and
West Hartford, Connecticut where he
graduated from William Hall High School.
His college life began at Harvard where he completed his first year. Like
so many young men of that time, his education was interrupted by World
War II. He served in the United States Navy as an Aviation Electronics
Technician after which he resumed his education and graduated from
Harvard in 1951 with a Bachelor’s degree in Engineering Sciences and
Applied Physics.
His professional life began as a Development Engineer for eight years
with E.I. duPont de Nemours in Delaware, followed by ten years as a
Projects Manager for advanced technology programs with Raytheon’s
Wayland Laboratories in Wayland, MA during which time the family lived in
Sudbury, MA. He moved to New Hampshire in 1968 to pursue a position
as Group Manager with Sanders Associates of Nashua. He went into his
own business in 1970 as President and founder of Amherst Systems, one
of the earliest alarm systems sales businesses utilizing advanced digital
communication techniques. He was also founder and President of
Amherst Epoxy Distributors for epoxy molding compounds used for
encapsulation of electronic components from 1977 to 1996 when he
retired. He held Professional Engineering Licenses in both Massachusetts
and New Hampshire and a Master Electrician License in New Hampshire.
Bob was married to Jean Kissam Barhydt on June 23, 1951. They
were looking forward to celebrating their 70th wedding anniversary this
coming June 23, 2021. In addition to his wife, he is survived by four
children: Robert C. Treadwell III and his wife Debora, Elizabeth Oehmen
and her husband Chris, Anne Benoit and her husband Tim, and Margaret
Knaul and her husband Dan. He also leaves eleven grandchildren: Sarah
Treadwell, Robert C. Treadwell IV, Molly Treadwell, Michael Oehmen and
his wife Victoria, Alison Oehmen, Andrew Benoit, Matthew Benoit,
Katherine Benoit, Emily Knaul, Hannah Knaul, and William Knaul, one
great grand-child, Eulalie.
Bob enjoyed life! In his youth, he was especially active in Boy Scouts,
and set a direction for his lifetime in the pursuit of ham radio operation and
its construction. In his early days he took up golf, enjoyed hiking in the
White Mountains, and taking out his boat for deep sea fishing. He loved
his time at his “Lake House” on Winnepesaukee. He was an avid golfer
until recently, played a mean game of Bridge with wonderful friends, and
especially enjoyed lunch “with the boys” on Thursdays over the years. He
was a faithful member of the Church of Our Saviour in Milford where he
served on the Vestry and on various committees over the years. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations may be made to The Church of Our Saviour.
Due to Covid, services will be held at a later date. Arrangements are
in the care of Smith & Heald Funeral Home, 63 Elm Street, Milford. To
share a memory or offer a condolence, please go to www.smithheald.com
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Students in the News

SHS Students Selected to
NH Jazz All-State Festival

Andrew Rosse, baritone sax

DIRECTORY

Spring 2020 Dean’s Award with Distinction
HAMILTON, NY 11/20/2020-- Students who receive a term grade point
average of 3.6 or higher while completing at least three courses for a
conventional letter grade during the spring 2020 semester earn the
Dean’s Award with Distinction.
The following students in your area have earned the Dean’s Award
with Distinction from Colgate:
Isabel Blume is a French major at Colgate who graduated from
Souhegan High School, and is from Amherst, NH 03031
Lihui Chen is a Economics major at Colgate who graduated from
Bishop Guertin High School, and is from Merrimack, NH 03054
William Langan is a Philosophy major at Colgate who graduated from
Bedford High School, and is from Bedford, NH 03110
Olivia Wisbey is a English major at Colgate who graduated from
Milford High School, and is from Milford, NH 03055
Colgate is a leading American university for students who want
classes with rigor, faculty with passion, and confidence in knowing they
will learn how to thrive in work and life. Colgate offers 56 majors and
supports 25 Division I athletic teams on a campus of about 3,000
students in central New York.

Hyrum Coleman, tenor sax

AMHERST – The following
students were selected to
represent Souhegan High School
at the NH Jazz All-State festival
which will be held virtually in
February 2021. These students
submitted audition videos and
were chosen based on their
performance. Andrew Rosse, SHS
Senior was selected on Baritone
Sax to the NH All-State Honors
Jazz Band receiving the top score
of all baritone sax auditions.
Hyrum Coleman, SHS Senior was
selected on Tenor Sax to the NH
All-State Jazz Band. Merlyn
Zimmerman, SHS Junior was
Merlyn Zimmerman, trombone
selected on Trombone to the NH
All-State Jazz Band for the second year in a row.
NH will be following the lead of Maine by offering a virtual jazz festival
complete with a virtual performance element, instrument sectionals,
rehearsals and masterclasses.

Colgate University, Hamilton, NY – ccoollg
gaattee..eed
duu
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Sports

Souhegan Sabers – 2020 NHIAA Division II Champions

Championship tradition continues with raising the banner in the Village

AMHERST - The Souhegan High School Sabers football team
pulled off a stunning 26-21 victory over Plymouth Regional
High School Bobcats. What was just a 7-7 tie in the
first quarter turned into a 20-7 lead for the Sabers in the 2nd.
The Bobcats came back in the final half to score and take the
lead again, 21-20 with just 5:28 left in the final quarter.
However, Souhegan powered back and scored the winning
TD with 4:00 minutes left on the clock, taking the NHIAA
Division II title at 26-21
Amherst Selectman, Tom Grella assists team members raising
championship banner in the Village adjacent to Moultons

It’s Time to Focus on Us!

The Y invites the Community to YMCA STRONG Wellness
Challenge, helping us get strong in spirit, mind and body
NASHUA – The YMCA of Greater Nashua is using the pandemic to
challenge people to keep up with their health or get back on track by
joining YMCA STRONG wellness challenge. “It’s simple and starts with
just 20 minutes of movement, five days a week. We’re challenging our
community members to move: by themselves, with a buddy or with their
entire family. We will come together with a common purpose, finishing
2020 strong. We’re inviting everyone to put their health first and join us.”
said Katie Parker, Executive Director of Member Experience at the YMCA
of Greater Nashua.
Understandably, the COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted a lot of
people’s ability to stay consistent, and that’s why the YMCA is motivating
members of our community to bring those healthy habits back. “It’s all for
their YMCA STRONG challenge. If you can commit to at least 20 minutes
a day, for five days a week, and keep it up for six weeks long, then you
can do it,” she said.
Each week, for members and non-members, the YMCA will share free
coaching, activity ideas and help hold people accountable to stay on
track. The Y’s wellness team will inspire new ideas and help find options
for everyone to fulfill weekly challenger. The link to weekly updates is:
www.nmymca.org/strong. There you will also find a weekly tracking
sheet. There is also a Facebook group to connect with others
participating in YMCA STRONG (search ‘The Y STRONG Challenge –
YMCA of Greater Nashua.’)

The YMCA of Greater Nashua opened at its newest Westwood Park facility this year at 90 Northwestern
Boulevard, just off Route 101A, Nashua

“Our challenge helps people focus not only on their healthy lifestyle
or their exercise or wellness, but also their social connectivity,
connectivity with their family, connecting with their community, and just
becoming a healthier individual overall,” said Ms. Parker.
The challenge is designed to help people get their energy back
between the mind, body and spirit.
The YMCA Challenge starts Monday, November 2 and runs through
Sunday, December 13. There is no cost to join.
Register today by texting STRONG to 833-867-6274. For questions,
please contact Katie Parker at kparker@nmymca.org.
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Arts & Entertainment
The Gallery at the Offices at Depot Square

“WINTER SOLSTICE” Celebrates the Powerful Voices of 8 Artists
OPEN HOUSE RECEPTION — COVID STYLE,
Friday, December 4th from 2pm to 6pm
ALSO OPEN FOR NIGHT MARKET ——
Saturday, December 5th 2pm to 6pm

PETERBOROUGH, NH --- Visit the Gallery
at the Offices at Depot Square for the Open
House of WINTER SOLSTICE Exhibit of 8 New
England artists to celebrate their perceptions
and visuals of the subjects and emotions that
inspire them. The exhibit will be on display
from DECEMBER 4th through FEBRUARY 28th
2021 and will be open for public viewing
Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, and on
Saturday, from 10 am - 4:00 pm. Several events
are scheduled during the exhibit and are free
and open to the public (for information on
events please follow us on FB or visit,
shoppeterboroughnh.com).
At the Opening Reception, Artists will be
available to talk with guests about their work,
creative methods, use of materials and
inspirations. The Exhibit is at the Gallery in the
Offices at Depot Square, next door to Hobbs
Jewelers on the third floor (there is an elevator
for accessibility). Complimentary refreshments
will be served and you will be able to enjoy
LIVE MUSIC performed by John Andrews. A
singer-songwriter and electric & acoustic
guitarist with the EXP Band and Sage & The
Tumbleweeds.
Open to the Public and children of all ages
welcome. Come and enjoy the Art, the Music
and the Refreshments.
SPECIAL NOTE FOR EVERYONE’S COVID
SAFETY… Masks and distancing will be
required throughout the event. Your support
and understanding will be most appreciated!
Here are the 8 artists that have come
together to showcase their distinctly unique
style and perspective of their inspirations:

Starting with STACY-ANN SEARLE,
originally from Lowell, Ma, she now calls
Nashua home. Stacy is a landscape artist who
uses pen and ink to create detailed drawings in
black and white. Her work is a realist style that
captures the subtle details of nature. Every
piece begins by viscerally connecting with the
subject and imagining the sound of the
babbling of the brook, the wind through the
trees, the smell of the dew on blades of grass
and the feel of sunlight kissing the leaves.
Stacy began her art education at Mass College
of Art in Boston and got her BA at University of
Lowell.

A native of New Hampshire, CHRISTINE
ANDREWS currently lives in Deering. Growing
up, Christine spent time in the forests observing
and developing her connection to nature. Her
work represents years of experimenting with
mediums, honing her skills and finding her
voice. “I am inspired by the patterns I see
when looking closely at the natural world.”
Whether creating abstract, landscape or other
representational art, Christine looks to find the
beauty in color, pattern and texture. Hiking,
snowshoeing, camping and kayaking with her
husband and two dogs provide the inspiration
for her art.

Born in Peterborough, LINDA DESSAINT
creates paintings from nature and life. She
works in her studio as well as outside in the
natural landscape “en plain air”. Linda
captures the emotion of her art through light
and shadows, colors and shapes, thought and
instinct. “My intention is to convey the energy
of moment into an experience for everyone”.
She is inspired by the constant change and
beauty of the shifting seasons. In addition to
landscapes, Linda enjoys creating figurative
works, still life, and pet portraits.

Explorer of the Monadnock Region, STEVE
POPE, brings his around the world
photography to Hancock. Retired Navy Officer
and then retired dairy goat farmer, Steve has
found a third career in photography. For the
past 15 years, he has captured images to tell a
story. According to Steve, “Photography is
literally Drawing with Light!” His goal is to use
light and shadow to create the image and tell
the story. Steve feels that using black and
white photography strips away the distraction of
color and goes straight tot he essence of these
stories.

MIKE KLINE has called New Hampshire
home since 2016, and moved to Peterborough
in 2019. Mike grew up drawing and has been
inspired to make art that explores the interface
between the outer world and one’s inner world.
He has taught art for 25 years working with
students using wood, metal, stone, glass and
willow. Mike’s own work is a sculpture on wall,
using various materials to provide depth in the
image. His main focus is with nature and the
impact of the world that surrounds us.

MAUREEN AHERN, originally from Salem,
MA, now lives in Dublin, uses luminous color
with interference paint and mixed media to
create images both energetic and
contemplative. Her work is a contemporary
take on traditional, beloved New England
themes of land and sea. The interference paint
and use of reflective surfaces cause each
painting to change, just as landscape or view of
the sea changes throughout the day. “I want
the viewer to feel the effect the shift of cloud or
breeze, or the blink of an eye can have on what
is real around them.”
Originally from Georgia and Alabama, now
living in Jaffrey, CAROLE GOURVELLEC is a
self-taught artist that began with abstract
painting and has since transitioned to mixed
media. Carole uses fabrics, found objects,
jewelry to create texture and movement in her
pieces. The themes of her art come from her
love of the woods, the beach, the sand and the
curiosity of how things work. “I see light in
everything and hope in deep places.” Carole’s
work draws on the lighter side of living and the
sheer enjoyment of being in the now.
From Peterborough, DEBORAH CAMARA
has been exploring art throughout her life.
Graduate of U Mass Dartmouth and RISD in
graphic design, she has experimented with
many mediums and is currently working with
eco-printing, a method of treating animal or
plant based materials and then using leaves in
the natural printing process. Deborah enjoys
creating collagraphs, solar prints and silk
screens. “I am inspired by the variety of
materials and the opportunity to work with
shapes, flat colors, colored wax to create
realistic and abstract images.
Please come, meet the artists, appreciate
the diversity of the art exhibited, enjoy live
Music, lovely refreshments and mingle SAFELY
with the community of art fans that make
Peterborough “one of the BEST towns in the
country for ART” as noted by Expedia.
The event is FREE AND OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC, families welcome. Ample parking
available and always free. The venue is
completely accessible.
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Mont Vernon

Daland Memorial Library Reopens
The Daland Memorial Library has reopened to the public. The staff
welcomes you back to the library for Walk Through Service. A maximum
capacity of 3 patrons at a time are allowed in the building. Social
distancing rules apply and masks are required. Curbside Pickup Service
remains open for those who prefer touch free service. The building
remains closed to indoor programs and public meetings. We have
provided an outdoor space in the backyard of the library with lawn seating
and FREE WiFi as an alternate meeting and programming space that
follows social distancing rules. Open hours are as follows. TuesdayThursday 10:00am-8:00pm, Friday 2:00pm-6:00pm, and Saturday
10:00am-1:00pm.

Letters to Santa
Drop off your letters to Santa at the library from Dec1st-Dec. 19th for
speedy delivery to the North Pole. Children can look forward to a return
letter from Santa by Christmas Eve. Mailbox located in the library lobby
during open hours.

Holiday Storytime
Miss JoAnn will be posting Holiday Storytime on the library Facebook
page every Thursday in December. Love picture books? Stop by the
library to pick up a pre packed bag of picture books with a Take–N-Make
craft. Limited supplies. Look for bags in Curbside Pickup.

I Spy Dollhouse
The library has a very special
Victorian Dollhouse on display just
for the month of December. The
custom made 3 story dollhouse is
on loan from a generous
community member and is filled
with miniature treasures and
decorated for the holidays. Stop in
to look inside the decorated rooms
and try to find all the items on our
“I Spy” list. Can you find a
wrapped present, a gingerbread
man, a telephone? All ages
welcome! Don’t miss the chance
to take a peak inside…house will
be on display from Dec. 1st- 31st.

Join the Friends!

Evergreen Centerpiece Workshop
Florist and Mont Vernon resident Sue Ries will be offering an
Evergreen Centerpiece Workshop on Tuesday, Dec. 15th at 6:00pm by
ZOOM. Sign up to learn step by step how to make a beautiful centerpiece
that starts with a vintage wood box and is filled with a boxwood tree,
mixed greens, and flowers. Registration required. $35 material fee
includes all supplies. Call 673-7888 to sign up. Space is limited to 10
creators.

Digital Streaming Services
The library offers two ways to borrow materials digitally online with a
valid library card. Log into www.hoopladigital.com to set up a Hoopla
account for access to 750,000 titles including movies, E books, audio
books, magazines, television shows, documentaries and more! You can
also use your library card number to borrow books from NH Overdrive.
Visit www.nhoverdrive.com to borrow eBooks and audio books for children
and adults. Need a library card? Stop in the library to sign up during open
hours or visit www.dalandlibrary.com for more details.
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Inter Library Loan - The NH State Library has reopened and our ILL
services have resumed. If you need an item that is not in our collection,
simply make a request in person at the library, online, by phone or email.
The library receives once a week deliveries and will call you when it
arrives. Questions? Call Amy at the library at 673-7888.
Adult Book Clubs - The Daland Memorial Library offers three Adult Book
Clubs. There is no attendance requirement for either group – attend
meetings that are of interest. Books are available to borrow at the library.
New members always welcome! 2021 titles will be announced in January.
If you have any questions about book clubs, please call the library at 6737888.
Morning Book Discussion - Meets the 1st Monday each month at
10:00AM by ZOOM. The group reads a mix of contemporary fiction and
non-fiction titles. 2020 titles listed below.
December 7th: “The Christmas Train” by David Baldacci
Just the Classics - Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM by
ZOOM. This book group is focused on reading classic titles selected by
group members. 2020 titles listed below.
December 17th: “Ethan Frome” by Edith Wharton
Black Books Matter - Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 PM by
Zoom. This is a newly formed book club that will focus on books by black
authors and race relations. 2020 titles listed below.
December 10th: “Stamped ” by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi
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Join the Friends of the Daland Memorial Library between now and the
end of 2020 and your covered for the 2021 year! The Friends of the
Daland Memorial Library are a group of people joined together for the
well-being of the library, who express this through annual donations and/or
by volunteering their time and talent. Through fundraising, the Friends
support a variety of library programs including the children’s summer
reading program, passes for library patrons to area museums, treats for
Trick-or-Treaters who visit the library on Halloween, the “Books for Babies”
program, and children and adult programs. Members also volunteer to
maintain the library gardens. Membership information is available on the
library website at www.dalandlibrary.com or at the circulation desk at the
library.
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